
CO-SPONSOR MEMORANDUM 
  

  
To:                  All Legislators 
  
From:             Representatives David Steffen and Senator Alberta Darling 

                          
Re:                  Co-Sponsorship of LRB 3469/1 Relating to: the regulation and licensure 
of genetic counselors, creating a genetic counselors affiliated credentialing board, 
providing an exemption from emergency rule procedures, granting rule-
making  authority, and providing a penalty 
  
Deadline:        Monday, December 2nd at 5:00 pm 
  
  
  
The United States is the world leader in providing genetic counseling services to individuals and 

families who are at risk of or suffering from genetic disorders or genetic-related birth 

defects.  These advisory services are critical in the medical field, and are performed by highly-

skilled, post-graduate scientists with a degree in Genetic Counseling. This growing group of 

medical professionals are employed throughout university medical centers, private and public 

hospitals, diagnostic laboratories, and physicians’ offices. 
  
Currently in Wisconsin, there is no licensure requirement for those practicing genetic counseling. 

As it is a growing practice, we believe Wisconsin should join the other 23 states that have 

implemented genetic counseling licensure.  By doing so, patients, counselor employing facilities 

and the government can be comfortable that the individuals providing these critical services are 

appropriately and fully trained in their profession. 

  
Under this bill, genetic counselors are added in the definition of “health care provider” and a 

person who practices genetic counseling is required to be licensed by a seven-member genetic 

counselors affiliated credentialing board, created by the bill. In addition, this bill requires the 

board to promulgate rules that define the standards of practice of genetic counseling and permits 

the board to define the scope of practice of genetic counseling. 
  
This proposal is supported by the Wisconsin Medical Society and the Medical College of 

Wisconsin. 
  

If you would like to co-sponsor this bill contact Christina in Rep. Steffen’s office (6-5840) or 

Rachel in Sen. Darling’s office (6-5830) 
  
  

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill provides for regulation and licensing for the practice of genetic counseling. Under the 
bill, subject to certain exceptions, no one may practice genetic 



counseling, as defined in the bill, or use the title “genetic counselor” or make similar 
representations without a license to practice genetic counseling.  A license is granted by the 
seven-member Genetic Counselors Affiliated Credentialing Board, created in the bill.  Under 
the bill, the board is attached for limited purposes to the Medical Examining Board, which 
regulates physicians and certain other professions. 
  
Under the bill, the board may grant an initial license to a person who has successfully 
completed academic requirements for genetic counseling specified in the bill, has passed an 
examination specified in the bill, is certified by the American Board of Genetic Counseling, 
does not have an arrest or conviction record, and pays a fee.  The bill also allows the board, 
for three months after the requirement in the bill to obtain a license goes into effect, to grant 
an initial license to practice genetic counseling to certain individuals who cannot satisfy all of 
the requirements described above but who satisfy certain experience and other requirements. 
Biennial renewal of a license requires completion of at least 30 hours of continuing education 
and maintenance of certification or recertification through the American Board of Genetic 
Counseling.  
  
The bill also includes provisions for the unlicensed temporary practice of genetic counseling 
and temporary licenses to practice genetic 
counseling. The bill requires the board to promulgate rules to adopt the National Society of 
Genetic Counselors code of ethics to govern the professional conduct of genetic counselors, 
establish licensure renewal requirements, and establish criteria for the approval of continuing 
education programs and courses. 
The bill includes provisions for the professional discipline of licensees, which allow the board 
to take certain actions against a licensee who violates certain 
prohibitions in the bill. Finally, the bill also applies certain other laws, such as the law 
providing for confidentiality of health care records and the health care workers 
whistleblowers protection law, to licensed genetic counselors. 
  
Because this bill creates a new crime or revises a penalty for an existing crime, 
the Joint Review Committee on Criminal Penalties may be requested to prepare a report. For 
further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 
bill. 

  
 


