
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

TO:                 Members of the Wisconsin State Legislature 

FROM:          Senators Lena Taylor and Patrick Testin 

                       Representatives Dave Considine and Tony Kurtz 

  
DATE:            06/10/2019 

RE:                  LRB 3464/1 relating to: recognizing June 3 to 9, 2019, as Hemp History 
Week in Wisconsin. 

DEADLINE:  06/14/2019 

Hemp has been an integral part of Wisconsin agriculture since 1908, with experimental 
farming done in parts of the state.  In Waupun, in 1911, hemp was grown on land badly 
infested with quack grass, and in spite of an unfavorable season, a yield of 2,100 pounds of 
fiber to the acre was obtained, and the quack grass was practically destroyed.  This, along 
with other promising results, has allowed for hemp to be farmed as a commercial crop 
since 1912.   

Wisconsin’s success in the hemp industry was nationally recognized, with more acreage 
dedicated to its cultivation in Wisconsin than in all other states combined.   Unfortunately, 
Wisconsin’s hemp industry was cut short when hemp became classified as a Schedule I 
drug in 1970.  Recently, that classification has ended.  

The passage of the 2018 Federal Farm Bill has been a large step for the hemp industry, but 
there is still room for growth, and the final success of the returning industry in Wisconsin is 
in our hands.   Through SB 188, our state will take additional steps to clarify how 
processors can obtain licenses to grow hemp, which will then be available for retail across 
the state.  

This joint resolution will recognize June 3rd to 9th as Hemp History Week in Wisconsin. 
This week has been celebrated across the country and this will be our states first time 
joining that celebration while we aim to educate and bring attention to hemp’s rich history 
in our state as well as gain excitement for the industry’s future. 

  

The LRB of the bill is attached to this email. 

To be added as a cosponsor, please reply to this email or call Sen. Taylor’s office at 6-5810. 

Deadline for Co-Sponsorship: 06/14/2019 

  

 


