
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
  
TO: All Legislators 

  
FROM: Representatives David Crowley and Beth Meyers 

             Senators Janet Bewley and Patty Schachtner            
  
DATE: June 11, 2019 

  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-3443/P1, relating to: creating an appropriation for census activities 
and preparation and making an appropriation. 
  
DEADLINE: June 17th at 5:00pm 

  
The U.S. Constitution requires the government to enumerate the number of people living in the 
United States every 10 years, and to use that data to determine how many representatives each 
state has in the U.S. House of Representatives. The results of the decennial census also determine 
how federal dollars are allocated between the states for many of our essential social services and 
transportation programs. That means that a low response rate in 2020 could limit the amount of 
funds Wisconsin receives during the subsequent decade. 
  
A George Washington University study estimated that in the 2015 Fiscal Year alone, Wisconsin 
lost $76.1 million in U.S. Health and Human Services Program funding because the state's 
population was undercounted during the last decennial census. These serious fiscal implications 
created by the census make it extremely important that we fund census outreach at the state 
level. 
  
LRB-3443/P1 would designate $1,000,000 GPR funding for activities and preparation for the 2020 
U.S. Census. During the 2010 count, it was approximated that 613,700 Wisconsin residents lived 
in what are deemed as hard to count areas (HTC). The lack of reliable internet and traditional 
addresses for many in rural northern Wisconsin, the distrust of the government which leads to 
low response rates in some underrepresented communities, and the institution of a new online 
option make increasing awareness and outreach an essential state priority. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-3443/P1, please contact Representative Crowley's office at 
6-5580 orRep.Crowley@legis.wisconsin.gov by 5:00pm on June 17th 

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
This bill creates a general purpose revenue appropriation for the Department of 
Administration for U.S. census activities and preparation. For further information see 
the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as 

an appendix to this bill. 
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