
 
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO:     All Legislators 
  
From:  Senator Kapenga, Senator Johnson, Representative Horlacher, and Representative Stubbs 
  
Date:   Tuesday, May 28th, 2019 
  
RE:     Co-sponsorship of LRB 3401/1, relating to interior design registration 
  
Wisconsin has a voluntary registration option for interior designers. This registration requires industry 
recognized credentialing, and rigorous testing. However, Wisconsin's registered Interior Designers still must 
jump through additional hoops to be able to utilize their knowledge and qualifications. 
  
We are introducing this bill to join 17 other states in eliminating a costly procedural step that registered interior 
designers must go through to be able to conduct business. Under current law, for commercial projects, 
registered interior designers must pay for and get approval from an architect on remodeling plans. Registered 
designers are trained on and prevented from making any kind of structural changes, however they are still 
required to get an architects approval before they can proceed with their plans. The seals cost money, typically 
a percentage of the total project cost, and are often not indicative of a thorough review, but rather a passive 
fulfillment of an obligation. 
  
Allowing registered interior designers to seal their own remodeling plans will enable them to deliver an interior 
build-out project faster, hire fewer outside consultants, and compete for more projects.  The option to engage 
an interior designer, thus increasing competition, is a financial benefit to the client as well.  The seal privilege 
will allow, often women owned businesses, the ability to grow and compete in the construction industry 
  
Additionally, this bill aims to eliminate barriers to entry in the field of interior design by eliminating burdensome 
registration standards that the advocates in the interior design field have identified. Nationally, developers rely 
on the trusted NCIDQ exam and often require interior designers to have passed the exam to be eligible to work 
on their projects. LRB 3401 brings the state in line with the national industry standard and eliminates 
unnecessary additional requirements. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please email Sen. Kapenga or Rep. Horlacher or call 
JJ in Sen. Kapengas' office at 266-9174 or Anna in Rep. Horlachers' office at 266-5715 before 5:00 pm 
Friday June 7th.  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill makes the following changes to the registration and practice of interior designers: 

1.       Requires a person to pass an interior design examination administered by an organization approved 
by the Department of Safety and Professional Services in order to be granted an initial certificate of 
registration as an interior designer by DSPS.  Under current law, a person must pass an interior design 
examination administered by a national organization that establishes standards for the interior design 
profession and that is recognized by DSPS or an examination conducted or approved by DSPS that is 
substantially similar. 

2.       Eliminates several requirements for obtaining an initial registration as an interior designer, including 
the requirement under current law to complete an interior design education program of a certain length 
of time and have certain amounts of practical experience in interior design. 

3.       Makes various changes to the scope of interior design. 



4.       Requires DSPS to promulgate rules establishing specifications for interior design seals and stamps and 
requires a registered interior designer to impress the seal or stamp on certain documents prepared by 
the interior designer. 

  
 


