
TO: Members of the Wisconsin State Legislature 
FROM: Rep. Mark Spreitzer 
DATE: February 10th, 2020 

RE:  Co-sponsorship of LRB 3400 relating to: when motor vehicle lamps are required to be 
lighted. 
  
Deadline: Friday, February 14th, at 5 PM. 
  
2015 Act 165 began to modernize Wisconsin’s laws relating to the use of headlights on 
vehicles in periods of limited visibility, and LRB 3400 continues that important work. 
Studies have consistently shown that the increased use of headlights reduces crash 
rates, and LRB 3400 aims to encourage drivers to develop better habits for headlight 
usage. 
  
Under current law, headlights must be used during “hours of darkness,” which is defined 
as the period of time from one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour before sunrise and 
when visibility is 500 feet or less. Current law also requires headlights to be used during 
any “period of limited visibility,” which is defined as any time that weather conditions 
limit visibility such that objects on a highway are not clearly discernible at 500 feet from 
the front of a vehicle. 
  
Recognizing the safety benefits of increased headlight use, 22 states require headlights 
to be used any time between sunset and sunrise, adding to public safety during the half 
hour periods of dusk and dawn when natural light is still limited. In addition, 19 states 
require headlights to be on whenever windshield wipers are in use, giving drivers a clear 
and easy to remember standard for conditions of limited visibility. 20 states also require 
headlights to be on when visibility is less than 1,000 feet, again erring on the side of 
public safety with a broader standard for limited visibility. 
  
LRB 3400 incorporates these increased safety standards by updating the definition of 
“hours of darkness” to mean from sunset to sunrise and when visibility is 1,000 feet or 
less. It also updates the definition of “period of limited visibility” to mean any time that 
weather conditions limit visibility such that objects on a highway are not clearly 
discernible at 1,000 feet or when a vehicle’s windshield wipers are in use. This bill will 
improve public safety on our roadways and could save lives. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-3400/1, please respond to this email or call 
Rep. Spreitzer’s office at 6-1192 by 5pm on February 14th, 2020. 
 


