
 

TO:                         Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM:                  Representative Travis Tranel and Senator Howard Marklein 
  
DATE:                    June 21, 2019 
  
RE:                         Co-sponsorship of LRB 3310 -Grant Program for Schools to Purchase Anti-

Choking    Devices 
  
DEADLINE: Friday, June 28th 
  
According to the National Safety Council, choking is the fourth leading cause of unintentional injury 

death. Young, school-aged children, are particularly prone to choking. Classic anti-choking techniques, 

such as the Heimlich maneuver, are not always successful and can cause injury. This can be partially due 

to lack of training, but also because this technique should not be used on everyone. At times, alternative 

anti-choking devices may be necessary and used as a last resort. 
  
Courtney and Matt Bruegmann of Fennimore, lost their son, Camynn, to a choking incident in 2016. Both 

Courtney and her husband were at home when their 9-month old son began choking on a rubber bouncy 

ball. Because he was so young, they were not able to attempt the Heimlich maneuver. Instead, his parents 

and the first responders tried other techniques to dislodge the ball from his throat. By the time he reached 

the hospital, Camynn was declared brain-dead. Since the incident, the Bruegmann family has been 

staunchly advocating for implementation of anti-choking devices throughout schools to help prevent 

similar tragedies from occurring. 
  
One example of an anti-choking device is LifeVac, a relatively inexpensive, portable suction device that 

is used to clear the airway of a choking victim. It works by creating a one-way suction to remove lodged 

food or objects. These devices can be extremely successful when other, traditional methods of saving a 

choking victim fail. Most young children spend the majority of their day at school. Therefore, providing 

grant funding for school districts to install anti-choking devices is an efficient and effective way to help 

aide adolescent choking victims. 
  
The provisions of this bill include: 

•         A $500,000 one-time grant funding for school districts to purchase DHS approved anti-choking 

devices 
•         Grants would be awarded on a matching basis, DHS covers 75% of costs, the school district 

covers 25% which can be funded through private donations. 
•         Districts would be required to submit to DHS protocols for use and a plan for providing training 

on use of the devices 
•         A limit of 3 devices per school 

  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB 3310, please reply to this email or contact Rep. Tranel's office at 6-

1170 or Sen. Marklein's office at 6-0703 by Friday, June 28th. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

Under this bill, the Department of Health Services makes grants to public, private, and tribal elementary 

and secondary schools for purchasing choking rescue devices.  A grant applicant must submit with its 

application to DHS protocols for the use of and plans for providing training on the use of the choking 

http://www.telegraphherald.com/news/public_announcements/article_9d725e64-9c85-5d10-8745-d42dd38471fe.html


rescue devices to be purchased with the grant.  Grant recipients must contribute matching funds equal to 

at least 25 percent of the total grant.  Additionally, DHS may not award more than one grant to each 

recipient. For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 
  
 


