
 
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

DATE: Thursday, July 25, 2019 

TO: All Legislators 

FROM: Representative Jessie Rodriguez 

RE: Co-sponsorship of LRB-3307/1, relating to: discarded or abandoned major appliances and providing 
a penalty. 

DEADLINE: Friday, August 9, 2019 at 5:00pm 

  

Earlier this year, a constituent of the 21st Assembly District noticed a discarded refrigerator outside with 
the door still on, and worried a child may get trapped inside. She called the police and learned the 
abandoned refrigerator was not in violation of the law. Under current statute, refrigerators may be 
discarded with the door still on if the latch is adjusted to prevent the door from locking. But this 
constituent knew that with the air-tight seal of the appliance, it could still pose a serious danger. 

By design, many modern appliances have air-tight seals when closed. If a person – or child playing 
outside – is trapped inside a closed appliance, they may suffocate due to the limited supply of oxygen. 
Several such refrigerator deaths have been recorded. In January of this year, three Florida children 
tragically died after becoming trapped in a freezer. 

At the request of this constituent, I am introducing this bill which could prevent these tragedies from 
occurring in Wisconsin in the future by expanding the scope of the statute to require that all appliance 
doors be removed from a discarded or abandoned appliance. 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please respond to this e-mail or contact Representative 
Rodriguez's office at 6-0610 by Friday, August 9, 2019 at 5:00pm. 

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill expands the applicability of a prohibition under current law regarding discarded or 
abandoned refrigerators and freezers.  Under current law, a person who discards or abandons a 
refrigerator or freezer with a capacity of 1.5 cubic feet or more and fails to remove the door of the 
refrigerator or freezer is guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine of not more than $50 or 
imprisonment for not more than 30 days or both. However, this penalty does not apply if, instead of 
removing the door, the latch on the door is adjusted to prevent the door from latching or locking. Also 
under current law, an owner, lessee, or manager who controls the premises on which a refrigerator or 
freezer has been discarded or abandoned is subject to the same penalties if he or she knowingly permits 
a discarded or abandoned refrigerator or freezer of that capacity to remain on the premises without 
removal of the door or adjustment of the latch. 

Under the bill, the above penalties apply to discarding or abandoning a "major appliance" of any 
capacity, which the bill defines as a residential or commercial clothes dryer, clothes washer, dishwasher, 
refrigerator, icebox, freezer, stove, microwave oven, any other oven, or similar appliance that has a 
door.  In addition, under the bill, the major appliance's door must be removed for the penalties not to 
apply regardless of whether the latch is adjusted. 



 


