
 
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO:                  All Legislators 

FROM:             Representatives Melissa Sargent, Deb Kolste, and Greta Neubauer 

DATE:              May 15, 2019 

RE:                   Co-Sponsorship of LRB-3281/2 relating to: permitting pharmacists to prescribe, 
administer, and dispense certain contraceptives, granting rule-making authority, 
and providing a penalty. 

DEADLINE:      Wednesday May 22, 2019 

  
Access to contraceptives is essential to the rights of women in making personal healthcare 
decisions and for the prevention of unplanned pregnancies, in addition to the many other 
benefits hormonal contraceptives can provide. It is crucial that contraceptives are as accessible 
as possible for Wisconsin women, and that we remove any and all barriers that work to impede 
a woman's ability to receive safe and effective birth control methods. 
  
This bill permits pharmacists to prescribe hormonal contraceptives, and works to eliminate 
obstacles to access for women as current law allows prescribing authority only by physicians. 
  
As surveys have shown, a lack of access to contraceptives is a common reason for nonuse or 
gaps in use. Barriers from obtaining contraceptives from a physician include finding a doctor, 
the ability to secure an appointment, lack in health insurance coverage, and high costs and co-
pays. Receiving birth control from a pharmacy removes many of these barriers, as pharmacies 
accommodate walk-in patients, and are conveniently centered locally within communities. 
  
LRB-3281/2, originally introduced in 2015 as AB-968, ensures that women are able to receive 
contraceptives regardless of their age, familial situation, or healthcare history, as all women 
have the right to birth control despite these circumstances. 
  
Unlike LRB-0325, introduced yesterday, LRB-3281/2 does the following: 

➢  Does not place an age restriction on the prescribing and dispensing of hormonal 
contraceptives by a pharmacist. 

➢  Allows pharmacists to prescribe more forms of hormonal contraceptives, including 
injectable hormonal contraceptives and other self-administered methods such as 
vaginal rings. 

➢  Prohibits a pharmacist from requiring a scheduled appointment for the prescribing and 
dispensing of a contraceptive. 

➢  Requires the training of pharmacists in prescribing and dispensing hormonal 
contraceptives. 

➢  Directs pharmacists to refer the patient to a primary care practitioner or women's health 
practitioner and provides them with written record and advisement to consult with their 
healthcare practitioner, but does not require pharmacists to report to the patient's 
primary care practitioner. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4917426/
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/proposals/ab968


  
Women have the right to unfettered access to contraceptives, and allowing the ability for 
pharmacists to prescribe and dispense these common hormonal birth control methods creates 
further accessibility for all Wisconsin women.   
  
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-3281/2 please respond to this email, or contact 
Representative Sargent's office at 266-0960 by 5:00 p.m. on May 22, 2019. 
  
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill permits a pharmacist to prescribe and administer injectable hormonal contraceptives and 
prescribe and dispense self-administered hormonal contraceptives, subject to limitations described as 
follows. 
  
The bill requires the Pharmacy Examining Board, after consultation with the Medical Examining Board, 
the Board of Nursing, and the Department of Health Services, and in consideration of guidelines 
established by the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, to promulgate rules to establish 
standard procedures for the prescribing of contraceptives by pharmacists under the bill. The rules must 
include certain requirements for pharmacists prescribing, dispensing, and administering contraceptives, 
such as requiring a pharmacist to complete a training course, requiring a referral to a health care 
provider following a prescription, and requiring the contraceptive to be administered or dispensed as 
soon as practicable after the pharmacist issues the prescription order. In addition, the rules must 
prohibit a pharmacist from requiring a patient to schedule an appointment with the pharmacist for the 
prescribing, administering, or dispensing of a contraceptive and from prescribing, administering, and 
dispensing a contraceptive to a patient who does not have evidence of a clinical visit for women's health 
within the three years immediately following the initial prescription of a contraceptive by a pharmacist 
to the patient. A pharmacist who prescribes, administers, or dispenses contraceptives as permitted 
under the bill must comply with those rules, as well as other rules promulgated by the Pharmacy 
Examining Board. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this bill. 
 


