
 
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO: All Legislators  
  
FROM: Rep. Marisabel Cabrera, Rep. Jonathan Brostoff, Rep. Chris Taylor 

Sen. Chris Larson 
  
DATE: July 31, 2019 
  
RE: Co-sponsorship of LRB 3233 and LRB 3778 – Relating to:  local contracts with the federal 
government related to housing or detaining persons in locked detention facilities and a 
limitation on establishing county secured facilities. 
  
DEADLINE: Thursday, August 14 at 5:00pm 
  
In recent years, much attention has been brought to the practice of immigration detention in the 
United States. Undocumented immigrants and asylum-seekers, especially from Mexico and the 
Central American nations of Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador, have been separated from their 
families and communities and forced into overcrowded and often-inhumane conditions at 
detention facilities while awaiting legal proceedings or deportation actions.  
 
In order to detain immigrants, the US Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency (ICE) uses a 
network of jails and jail-like facilities (many of them privately owned and operated) stretching 
across the entire country. Although the majority of detention facilities in the US are located in the 
states of Texas and California, a 2018 report by the American Immigration Council found that every 
US state had at least one facility that ICE used to detain individuals for immigration offenses. In 
Wisconsin, both the Kenosha County Detention Center and the Dodge County Jail are currently used 
for immigration detention, and earlier this year there was an attempt to set up a 500-bed privately-
owned detention facility in New Richmond before the project was scrapped due to local opposition.  
  
LRB-3233 would bring an end to immigration detention in Wisconsin by disallowing local 
governmental units from entering into contracts with the federal government to house or detain 
individuals for civil immigration offenses and by barring the Department of Corrections from 
approving any facility that is proposed for the purpose of immigration detention. 
  
To be added on as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email by 5:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, August 14. All co-sponsors will be added to the corresponding companion bill 
unless otherwise noted. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
This bill prohibits certain local governmental units from entering into certain detention contracts 
with the federal government.  Specifically under this bill, a city, village, town, or county or local law 
enforcement agency (local governmental unit) may not: 
1. Enter into or extend a contract with the federal government to house or detain noncitizens in a 
locked detention facility for purposes of civil immigration custody. 
2. With an exception, enter into or extend a contract with the federal government to house minors 
in a locked detention facility.  



Under current law, a county may establish houses of correction, jails, lockup facilities, and other 
secured facilities only with the approval of and subject to inspection by the Department of 
Corrections.  Under this bill, DOC is prohibited from approving any such facility that is proposed to 
be established for the purpose of detaining noncitizens for the purpose of civil immigration 
custody. 
 


