
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  

TO: All Legislators  
  
FROM: Sen. André Jacque 

Sen. Lena Taylor 
Rep. Janel Brandtjen 
Rep. Chris Taylor 

  
DATE: November 25, 2019 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-3232/1, the Patient Privacy Protection Act – relating to requiring 
hospitals to have a policy requiring written and verbal informed consent before a medical 
student may perform a pelvic exam on a patient who is under general anesthesia or 
otherwise unconscious. 
  
DEADLINE: Monday, December 9 at 5:00pm 
  
  
Historically, one practice of teaching medical students how to perform pelvic exams has been on 
unconscious, sedated patients undergoing gynecological medical procedures.  This practice, 
however, for the sole educational benefit of a medical student, often failed to obtain the specific, 
informed consent of the sedated patient.   
  
Unfortunately and unbelievingly, this practice continues at some hospitals, as detailed in a 2018 
article in Bioethics and anecdotal reports right here in Wisconsin.  At certain hospitals, 
gynecological surgery patients under anesthesia continue to be used as practice tools for medical 
students, often without the patient’s specific consent that they will be undergoing a pelvic exam by 
a medical student for solely educational purposes.  This is a violation of a patient’s rights and trust 
between patient and doctor, and directly ignores a patient’s right to bodily autonomy. 
  
A 2005 study conducted at the University of Oklahoma found that a large majority of medical 
students had participated in performing pelvic exams on unconscious patients for solely 
educational purposes.  In nearly three quarters of these cases, the researchers found there was no 
specific consent given by the patient. 
  
Informed verbal and written consent in these instances should be required. Like any medical 
procedure, there should be an explicit explanation of what will happen while the patient is under 
anesthesia, including the presence and practice of pelvic exams by medical students for solely 
educational purposes. 
  
In recent years, many women have felt empowered for the first time to discuss experiences of 
sexual assault and harassment.  The practice of trauma informed care has emerged as an essential 
treatment tool in clinical settings to address the experience of trauma patients. This bill helps 
ensure compassionate practice and that the experiences and voice of the patient is respected. 
  
Wisconsin’s two medical schools either have a policy or are in the process of adopting a policy to 
require specific written consent before a pelvic exam may be performed by a medical student.  This 



bill makes certain that all hospitals training and teaching medical students also abide by obtaining 
specific patient consent in these instances. 
  
Under LRB-3232/1, hospitals must obtain a patient’s written and verbal consent before allowing a 
medical student to perform a pelvic exam on a sedated patient. This bill closely tracks a proposed 
UW Hospital policy.  
  
Wisconsin should join the growing list of states, including Hawaii, California, Oregon, Iowa, Illinois, 
and Virginia that already have legislation prohibiting this practice of teaching. Female patients 
deserve to have their bodily integrity respected when they are unconscious and vulnerable during a 
medical procedure.  
  
To be added as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact Sen. 
Jacque’s office at 6-3512, Sen. Taylor’s office at 6-5810, Rep. Brandtjen’s office at 7-2367, or 
Rep. Taylor’s office at 6-5342 by 5:00pm on Monday, December 9, 2019. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
This bill requires hospitals to have and enforce a policy requiring written and verbal 
informed consent to be obtained before a medical student may perform a pelvic 
examination on a patient who is under general anesthesia or otherwise unconscious. Under 
the bill, every hospital must also inform medical students and the physicians supervising 
these individuals of the informed consent policy and shall take appropriate action to 
discipline any individual who violates the policy or instructs a medical student to conduct 
an examination in violation of the policy. 
 


