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This week we observe National Police Week and Peace Officers Memorial day in remembrance of law 
enforcement officers who have died in the line of duty. In Wisconsin, an average of two law 
enforcement officers per year die in the line of duty. Under current state law, the spouses and children 
of those officers quickly lose their health insurance coverage. 
  
In 2009, Wisconsin passed a law requiring municipalities to continue to provide health insurance 
coverage for the surviving spouses and children of fire fighters who died in the line of duty. 
Unfortunately, law enforcement was not included in this bill. 
  
This bill corrects this oversight and ensures the future surviving spouses and children of law 
enforcement officers will continue to have health insurance coverage, just as the surviving families of 
fire fighters currently do. 
Every single day, law enforcement officers put their lives on the line to protect and serve the people of 
Wisconsin. In addition to the risk those law enforcement officers put themselves at, they also have to 
worry what will happen to their families should they be killed in the line of duty. 
  
Under the bill, a political subdivision would be required to pay the health insurance premiums for the 
surviving spouse and children of a law enforcement officer killed in the line of duty if the political 
subdivision paid such premiums for the law enforcement officer while he or she was employed by the 
political subdivision. 
  
The political subdivision may file a request for reimbursement for its costs with the Public Service 
Commission, which is required to provide the reimbursement. The cost of this bill will be paid by the 
"police and fire protection fee", which is currently collected by communications providers and prepaid 
wireless retailers. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill requires a political subdivision (a city, village, town, or county) and Marquette University to pay 
health insurance premiums for the surviving spouse and dependent children of a law enforcement 
officer who dies in the line of duty if the political subdivision or university paid such premiums for the 
law enforcement officer while he or she was employed by the political subdivision or university.  The 
requirement does not apply to a surviving spouse who remarries or reaches the age of 65, or to a 
surviving child after he or she reaches the age of 26.  Current law provides similar benefits to the 
surviving spouse and dependent children of a firefighter who dies, or has died, in the line of duty if the 
municipality (city, village, or town) paid such premiums for the fire fighter while he or she was employed 
by the municipality. 
  
Also, under the bill, if a political subdivision or Marquette University pays such health insurance 
premiums, the political subdivision or university must file a request for reimbursement for its costs with 



the Public Service Commission, which is required to provide reimbursement.  The bill allows the PSC to 
contract with the Department of Revenue to administer the reimbursements.  The reimbursement 
payments are funded by a fee called the "police and fire protection fee," which current law requires 
communications providers and prepaid wireless retailers to collect from their customers. 
  
 


