
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
TO:      All Legislators 
  
From:   Senator Chris Kapenga and Representative Adam Neylon 
  
Date:   Tuesday, June 11th, 2019 
  
RE:     Co-sponsorship of LRB-3216: Limiting Certain 2nd Class Cities' Abilities to Designate or Regulate 
Historic Landmarks 
  
Deadline: Wednesday, June 26th at 4:00 PM 
  
State statutes allow a city/village/town to form a local landmark commission that can designate and 
regulate properties it deems to be historic.  Waukesha County brought an issue to our attention as they 
are attempting to demolish a vacant building on their property that was its former Department of 
Health and Human Services. 
  
The County acquired the Health and Human Services building in 1972 from the City of Waukesha. In 
2001, despite the county's objection, the city's non-elected landmarks commission designated the 
building a local landmark. Since then, county taxpayers funded a new Health and Human Services 
building and continue funding the old building, which has been vacant for 5 years. 
  
The landmarks commission has denied the county's request to remove the building's historic 
designation, which requires the county to maintain the building despite the fact that it is vacant. County 
taxpayers, therefore, are obligated to pay for repairs to the vacant building that will cost in excess of $1 
million dollars, potentially taking money from other needed capital projects such as roads.  The county 
has attempted to sell the building, but did not find a viable buyer. 
  
This bill will prevent a non-elected commission from holding taxpayers hostage by forcing them to pay 
for repairs to maintain an unused and vacant building.  
  
LRB-3216 modifies state statutes to say that in Waukesha County, a city may not designate property 
owned by the county as a historical or archaeological landmark without the express consent of the 
county. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation please reply to this e-mail or contact Kyle in Senator 
Kapenga's office at 6-9174 or Joe in Representative Neylon's office at 6-5120 by Wednesday, June 26th at 
4 PM. 
  

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Generally under current law, a city, village, town, or county (political subdivision) may designate 
and regulate historic properties to preserve their significant characteristics. Cities may also 
exercise such authority with regard to archaeological landmarks and, in some cases, a city is 
required to exercise such regulatory authority. 
  



Under this bill, with regard to properties owned by a certain county, a 2nd class city may not 
designate or regulate such historic, or archaeological, properties or districts. The bill only applies 
to a 2nd class city that is located in a county with a population greater than 380,000, which is 
also adjacent to a county with a population greater than 800,000. If such a city has in effect on 
the effective date of the bill an ordinance or regulation that regulates such county-owned 
historic, or archaeological, properties or districts, the ordinance does not apply and may not be 
enforced. 
  
 


