
DATE:            Tuesday, November 26, 2019 

  

TO:                  All Legislators 
  
FROM:            Rep. Jon Plumer 
                        Sen. Luther Olsen 
  

RE:                  Co-sponsorship of LRB 3176/1 - Relating to: smuggling items into or out of 

prisons by inmates and providing a penalty. 
  

DEADLINE:  Friday, December 6, 2019 @ 5:00 p.m. 
  

  

During a visit to the Fox Lake Correctional Institution, it came to our attention that the prison is 

experiencing an issue with inmates requesting and receiving items, or contraband, from people 

outside the institution. Under current law, it is a Class I felony to provide an inmate with 

contraband, however it is not against the law to receive said contraband. In many cases, once the 

person who has been smuggling in contraband to the inmate is caught, the inmate simply moves 

on to the next. They are able to repeat this cycle over and over until they are released because 

there is no deterrent. 
  

Under this bill, the inmate who is receiving contraband from people outside the institution are 

faced with a misdemeanor, up to a $10,000 fine and up to an additional nine months in prison. 

The thought of facing additional time in prison could cause an inmate to think twice about 

requesting and receiving items from people outside the institution. 

  
Please reach out to Rep. Plumer’s office at 6-3404 or Sen. Olsen’s office at 6-0751 to cosponsor 

this bill no later than Friday, December 6, 2019 @ 5:00 p.m. 

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
Under current law, a person may not deliver or possess with the intent to deliver an item 

to an inmate if the delivery violates the rules or regulations of the jail or prison and is done 

without the permission of the jailer or warden.  In addition, a person may not receive from an 

inmate an item that is intended to be conveyed out of the jail or prison if the action violates the 

rules or regulations and is done without the permission of the jailer or warden.  A person who 

violates one of these prohibitions is guilty of a Class I felony. 
Under this bill, an inmate may not receive or be in possession of an item that was 

delivered to him or her if the delivery violates the rules of regulations of the jail or prison and is 

done without the permission of the jailer or warden.  In addition, an inmate may not provide to a 

person an item that is intended to be conveyed out of the jail or prison if the action violates the 

rules or regulations and is done without the permission of the jailer or warden.  An inmate who 

violates one of these prohibitions is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Because this bill creates a new crime or revises a penalty for an existing crime, the Joint 

Review Committee on Criminal Penalties may be requested to prepare a report. 
 


