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This bill modifies the definition of archery in the statutes to include crossbow. As a 
result, someone with an archery hunting license is authorized to hunt with a bow and 
arrow or a crossbow. We don’t distinguish between long bow, recurve, or compound. 
Archery is archery. 
  
That approach aligns the archery hunting definition with the approach taken with gun 
hunting. For example, the gun hunting statute makes no distinction between hunting 
with a shotgun, rifle, muzzle loader or pistol. A hunter who purchases a deer gun 
hunting license may use either one. Similarly, there is no reason archery should be 
treated any differently. 
  
Hunting statistics in Wisconsin show the number of hunters has been decreasing over 
the last twenty years. That decline creates problems related to controlling our deer herd. 
It also hurts businesses, especially in the northern part of the state which depend on 
hunters for a significant portion of their income. 
  
The number of gun deer licenses sold declined by 50,414 from 1999 to 2017. At the 
current license fee ($24) the decline represents an annual loss of $ 1,209,936. 
  

According to a retired DNR manger, Tom Hauge, who was the director of wildlife management 

for 25 years, the decline in the number of hunters presents a serious long-term issue for 

conservation and deer control.  

Modifying the archery definition to include crossbow is one way to address the hunting 
and conservation problems we are facing. 
  
If you wish to co-sponsor LRB-3067 and its senate companion LRB-5658, please reply 
to this email or contact Steve Hall in Rep. Tittl’s office at 6-0315 or Marie Jolly in Sen. 
Feyen’s office at 6-5300 by 12:00 PM on Tuesday, February 11th. 
______________________________________________________________________

_______________ 
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 



 
This bill provides that an archer hunting license authorizes hunting with a bow and arrow 
or crossbow. 
 
Under current law, the Department of Natural Resources issues resident and nonresident 
crossbow hunting licenses that authorize hunting only with a crossbow. DNR issues 
separate resident and nonresident archer licenses that authorize hunting with a bow and 
arrow. Current law also provides that, if DNR establishes an open season for hunting deer, 
elk, small game, wild turkey, or bear with a bow and arrow only, it must also establish an 
open season for hunting that animal with a crossbow. 
 
The bill eliminates the resident and nonresident crossbow licenses and provides that 
resident and nonresident archer licenses authorize hunting with a bow and arrow or 
crossbow. The bill provides that, if DNR establishes an open season for hunting deer, elk, 
small game, wild turkey, or bear with a bow and arrow or crossbow but not with a firearm, 
DNR must allow the use of both bow and arrow and crossbow for hunting during the same 
open season. 
  
 


