
TO: All Legislators 

FROM: Representatives Debra Kolste & Daniel Riemer & Senator Jon Erpenbach 

DATE: June 21, 2019 

RE: CO-SPONSORSHIP OF LRB 2963/1, relating to: extension of eligibility under the Medical Assistance 

program for post-partum women 

DEADLINE: July 3, 2019 

  
The United States has the highest rate of maternal mortality of any developed country, and that rate has 
been rising over the past 15 years. In 2015, the rate of maternal deaths per 100,000 live births was 26.4 
in the US, compared to rates below 10.0 per 100,000 live births in the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
France. Moreover, there are vast racial disparities in maternal mortality in the US, with black women 
dying in childbirth or shortly thereafter at more than three times the rate of white women. 
  
Because more than half of pregnancy related maternal deaths occur after delivery, one important step 
we can take in resolving this crisis is extending the time that new mothers are eligible for Medicaid (MA) 
benefits. Under current law, women who are eligible for MA benefits while pregnant may retain them 
for up to 60 days after the pregnancy. After that time, however, many women no longer meet the 
income guidelines for Medicaid and are left either without insurance, or scrambling to find healthcare 
coverage. LRB 2963 would extend postpartum MA eligibility from 60 days to one year. This will provide 
up to 6,500 women with steady, readily available care as they look after their newborns and recover 
from any birth-related complications. 
  
36 other states and the District of Columbia have expanded eligibility for MA coverage for new mothers 
after the standard 60-day postpartum period. This bill is also a fundamental piece of Governor Evers' 
Healthy Women Healthy Babies budget initiative and will align Wisconsin law with the American College 
of Obstetricians and Gynecologists' general recommendations for postpartum care. Investing 
responsibly in Wisconsin families will put us on track to become a nationwide leader in maternal health. 
  
To be added as a co-sponsor, please reply to this e-mail or call Rep. Kolste's office at 6-7503 or Sen. 
Erpenbach's office at 6-6670 by 5:00 P.M. on Wednesday, July 3rd. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill requires the Department of Health Services to seek approval from the federal Department of 
Health and Human Services to extend to women who are eligible for Medical Assistance when pregnant 
Medical Assistance benefits until the last day of the month in which the 365th day after the last day of the 
pregnancy falls. Currently, post-partum women are eligible for Medical Assistance benefits until the last 
day of the month in which the 60th day after the last day of the pregnancy falls. 
  
 


