
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
TO: All Legislators 
  
FROM: Representatives John Spiros, Jodi Emerson, and Ron Tusler 

Senators Van Wanggaard and Tim Carpenter 
  
DATE: Tuesday, September 24, 2019 
  
RE: Co-sponsorship of LRB 2868, relating to: the use of a wireless communication 
device while driving and providing a penalty 
  
DEADLINE: Tuesday, October 8th at 5pm 
  
According to the CDC, approximately 9 people are killed and 1,000 people are injured 
every day in a car crash involving a distracted driver. Distracted driving is a problem 
nationwide, and Wisconsin is no exception. In 2016, the last year that DOT data is 
available, 120 people were killed in Wisconsin in distracted driving crashes. This is a 
6% increase from the previous year. 
The rise in distracted driving accidents and deaths is largely a result of cell phone use. 
Many Wisconsin drivers, especially teens, report using their cell phones while driving, 
not just for talking and texting, but also for use of video chat, video streaming, and 
social media. And people aren’t just using their phones for personal use. 37% of survey 
respondents aged 18-34 said they felt a high degree of pressure to respond to work-
related messages while driving. 
Wisconsin has previously taken steps to decrease distracted driving. In 2010, Wisconsin 
became the 25th state in the nation to ban texting while driving. However, this law was 
passed before rise in popularity of smartphones, social media, and video streaming. 
In 2016, Wisconsin banned all cell phone use in construction zones. This bill would take 
that law one step further and put us in line with 20 other states by banning the use of 
cell phones while driving. The bill would provide exceptions for the use of hands-free 
devices, use of a device to report an emergency, and use of a device by law 
enforcement. 
If you would like to cosponsor this legislation, or if you have any questions, please reply 
to this email or contact Rep. Spiros’s office (6-1182) by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, October 8. 
Senator Wanggaard will be authoring the Senate bill. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill prohibits any person from using a wireless communication device while driving, 
except for certain hands-free use, use by law enforcement officials, or use related to an 
emergency. 
Current law prohibits inattentive driving of a motor vehicle, which means that a driver of 
a motor vehicle may not be engaged or occupied with an activity, other than driving the 
vehicle, that interferes with the safe driving of the vehicle. Persons who violate this 
prohibition may be required to forfeit not less than $20 nor more than $400. Also under 



current law, a person driving under an instruction permit or a probationary license is 
prohibited from driving a motor vehicle while using a cellular phone, except to report an 
emergency. Also, a person is prohibited from driving a motor vehicle while using a 
cellular phone in a highway construction zone, except to report an emergency. Persons 
who violate either of these prohibitions may be required to forfeit not less than $20 nor 
more than $40 for a first offense, and not less than $50 nor more than $100 for a 
second or subsequent offense within one year. 
This bill prohibits any person from using a device while driving. Exceptions are provided 
for the use of a device by law enforcement officers or to report an emergency and for 
certain hands-free use of a device by person who hold a license other than a 
probationary license or an instruction permit. Persons who violate this prohibition may 
be required to forfeit not more $50 for a first offense, not more than $100 for a second 
offense, and not more than $150 for a third or subsequent offense. 
  
 


