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Flooding throughout the summer of 2018 had a devastating impact on communities around the 

state. One community that was particularly hard hit was the Town of Glendale in Monroe 

County, which received 8.5 inches of rain in one day in August. Because of the severity of the 

flooding, Glendale, like many other communities, was eligible for disaster assistance through the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and Wisconsin Emergency Management 

(WEM). 

However, the assistance process is long, convoluted, and arcane. In addition, frequent changes to 

the procedures make it difficult to quickly reimburse communities for disaster clean-up and 

repair costs. The long delay forces many communities to take out loans for repairs. Every day 

money is delayed is another day a community pays interest on the loan, straining local budgets.  

LRB 2809 requires WEM to provide training to municipalities on how to federally register to 

receive disaster assistance, helps modernize the assistance process, and reduces wait times for 

reimbursement. 

Specifically, a new federal regulation requires a community requesting funds to register in the 

System for Award Management (SAM.gov) before it can even submit an application for federal 

funds. According to DMA, for the last 2 disasters, 32% of potential recipients have not registered 

in SAM.gov and are therefore ineligible to receive any disaster assistance from FEMA or WEM. 

This bill requires WEM to provide training to all local units of government on how to sign-up for 

SAM.gov and directs WEM to complete its due diligence to make sure all local units of 

government have created a SAM.gov account by June 30, 2021. 

This bill also streamlines the reimbursement process from WEM to local units of government. 

First, it requires that WEM issue payments to municipalities (federal and state portion) within 14 

days of receiving the money from FEMA, reducing the amount of time that money is sitting at 

WEM waiting to be distributed. In the case of the Town of Glendale, it took nearly 3 weeks for 

WEM to distribute the FEMA money. 

LRB 2809 requires WEM to provide an option for relevant project forms to be submitted 

electronically and for WEM to distribute reimbursement checks via electronic funds transfer or 

direct deposit. Currently, the transmission of documents and the check is conducted via mail. For 

Glendale, it took 10 days for the project forms to be mailed back and forth between WEM and 

the township and another 10 days for the check to arrive. By allowing electronic communication, 

the amount of time between actions will be reduced significantly. 



To cosponsor LRB 2809/1 and LRB 3767/1, please contact Peter in Sen. Marklein's office (6-

0703) or Kathryn in Rep. Kurtz's office (6-8531). Cosponsors will automatically be signed onto 

both bills. 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under current law, as part of his or her emergency management responsibilities, the 
adjutant general must conduct statewide training programs and exercises to develop 
emergency management proficiency, disseminate information, and coordinate emergency 
management programs. Under this bill, the adjutant general must also provide training on 
how to apply for federal emergency management assistance using SAM.gov, the federal 
System for Award Management website, and must attempt, in due diligence, to ensure that 
all local units of government have created an account with the website by June 30, 2021. 
  

Under current law, the adjutant general must issue payments to local units of 
government through a federal emergency assistance process where the federal 
government issues payments to the state and the adjutant general then issues payments to 
local units of government. This bill requires that the adjutant general issue those payments 
within 14 days after the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has approved a 
project and distributed federal emergency assistance funding to the state, the adjutant 
general has received all state and federal forms from the local unit of government, and the 
local unit of government has fulfilled all other federal requirements. 
  

The bill also provides that the adjutant general must provide an option for local 
units of government to conduct all emergency management correspondence via e-mail and 

to receive payments from the Division of Emergency Management via electronic funds transfer 

or direct deposit. 

  
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 
 


