
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  

 

 

To:      All Legislators 
  

From: Senator Alberta Darling 
Senator Dale Kooyenga 
Senator Tom Tiffany 
Senator Roger Roth 
  
Representative Tony Kurtz 

                          
 

 

Date:   October 14, 2019 

  
Re:      Co-Sponsorship of LRB 2800/1 relating to: veteran-related tuition grants for certain 

veterans and dependents enrolled in private nonprofit institutions of higher education and making 

an appropriation. 
 

 
  

  
  
 

 

DEADLINE: Wednesday, October 23, 2019 
  
  
Wisconsin has long been known as a state that provides great benefits for our veterans, from tax 

incentives, grants programs and housing assistance. Wisconsin has placed a priority on making 

sure our veterans feel valued when they live here. 

  
One of our most well-known and impactful benefits offered is the WI GI Bill. This program 

offers tuition remission for eligible Wisconsin veterans and certain children and spouses of 

eligible veterans that attend public institutions of higher education in Wisconsin. 
  

For example, if a veteran attends UW-Madison or Milwaukee Area Technical College, they are 

eligible for tuition remission under the WI GI Bill. However, if a veteran decides to attend 

Concordia or another private nonprofit institution there is no tuition remission from the state.  
  
LRB 2800/1 helps bring equality to our system by creating a new grant program that 

complements our current system and continues to prioritize our veterans. Using the same process 

and requirements under current law, our bill would allow a veteran to attend a private nonprofit 

institution and receive a $2,000 maximum grant per semester or session. Any participating 

institutions would be required to provide a matching grant to the student. 



  

This legislation builds upon Wisconsin’s legacy of taking care of those that have served our 

country. Please join us in supporting our veterans by expanding access to educational 

opportunities in our state. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please respond to this email or contact RJ 

Lambert in Senator Darling’s office at 6-5830 or Kathryn Heitman in Representative Kurtz’s 

office at 6-8531 by 5pm on Wednesday, October 23.  All co-sponsors will be added to both 

versions of the bill unless otherwise specified. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill requires the Higher Educational Aids Board to make veteran-related grants for 

students enrolled in bachelor's or graduate degree programs at private nonprofit institutions that 

are members of the Wisconsin Association of Independent Colleges and Universities.  The grants 

are made for students who would have qualified for veteran-related tuition remissions if they had 

enrolled in the University of Wisconsin System or a technical college.  Subject to certain 

residency requirements, those students consist of veterans, as well as spouses, unremarried 

surviving spouses, and, subject to age limits, children of veterans with service-related disabilities 

or veterans who died in the line of duty or as the result of service-related disabilities.  Like the 

UW System and technical college remissions, the Department of Veteran Affairs is required to 

verify veteran status. 
Before making a grant for a student for a semester or session, HEAB must require the 

student to apply to the payment of tuition all the educational assistance to which the student is 

entitled under specified federal veteran educational assistance programs.  The same requirement 

applies under current law for the UW System and technical college remissions.  The bill limits 

the grants for an individual student for a period of no more than 128 credits or eight semesters or 

sessions, whichever is longer.  However, if a student previously received veteran-related tuition 

remissions from the UW System or a technical college, that limit is reduced by the number of 

credits, semesters, or sessions for which the student received the tuition remissions.  The bill also 

requires a student to maintain a cumulative grade point average of at least 2.0 in order to qualify 

for the grants. 
The amount of a grant for a student for a semester or session must equal the lesser of 

$2,000 or 50 percent of the difference between the amount of tuition charged by the private 

nonprofit institution and the amount of tuition paid for the student under specified federal veteran 

educational assistance programs.  The bill requires HEAB to make the grants to a student's 

private nonprofit institution to offset the tuition charged by the institution.  If HEAB makes a 

grant under the bill, the student's institution must match the amount of the grant to offset the 

tuition charged to the student. 
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 

bill. 
 


