
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  

To:          All Legislators 
  
From:    Rep. Robert Wittke 
                Sen. Dale Kooyenga 
  
Date:     August 20, 2019 
  
RE:          Co-sponsorship of LRB 2787/LRB 4009, relating to: marriage license 
application requirements, issuance, and validity. 
  
Obtaining a marriage license in Wisconsin should be a simple process, and for those 
individuals who are inclined to choose a destination wedding, let’s encourage them to 
come to Wisconsin for their special day. This bill eliminates current residency 
requirement and would allow an applicant for marriage in Wisconsin to apply in any 
county of the state for their license. The bill would also provide a better option for those 
born outside the United States to provide documentary proof of identification and date of 
birth rather than a certified copy of a birth certificate in order to complete the application 
for marriage in Wisconsin. 
  
The bill draft maintains current law so that a clerk may ask for additional documentation 
from an applicant if documents provided are not satisfactory. The bill would reduce the 
waiting period for a marriage license from five to three days, and would extend the 
period a marriage license is valid from 30 days to 60 days. Finally, under the bill, if one 
of the parties is in active military service, then only one adult witness is required. 
  
This bill is a step forward in updating our marriage license law in Wisconsin, and it 
recognizes that Wisconsin is a beautiful state offering four seasons of wedding option 
for everyone to enjoy. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB 2787/LRB 4009, please reply to this email or 
contact the office Rep. Wittke at 266-0731 or Senator Kooyenga at 266-2512 
by August 30th. Cosponsors will be added to both the Assembly and Senate versions 
unless otherwise requested. 
______________________________________________________________________
_______________ 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
This bill makes various changes to the requirements relating to marriage 
licenses.  Under the bill, an applicant for a marriage license is required to present a birth 
record, a driver's license, or other comparable evidence for the purposes of proof of 
identification and date of birth.  Current law requires that an applicant exhibit a certified 
copy of a birth record, but if a birth record is unobtainable, allows the applicant to 
present other “satisfactory documentary proof of the requisite facts” in lieu of the birth 



record.  The bill maintains the provision existing under current law that if the clerk is not 
satisfied with the documentary proof presented, the clerk is required to submit the proof 
to a judge of a court of record in the county of application for an opinion as to its 
sufficiency. Current law also includes a requirement that the marriage license 
application contain the social security number for each party who has a social security 
number. This bill maintains that requirement, but specifies that the clerk is prohibited 
from requiring an applicant to present his or her social security card issued by the 
federal Social Security Administration. This bill eliminates current law residency 
requirements and allows parties, resident or nonresident, to obtain a marriage license in 
any county of the state.  The bill also reduces the waiting period for a marriage license 
from five days to three days.  The county clerk retains discretion as under current law to 
waive the minimum waiting period and charge a fee of up to $25 to cover any additional 
processing cost incurred by the county for expediting the license. This bill extends the 
period for which a marriage license is valid from 30 days to 60 days.  Finally, this bill 
creates an exception to the requirement that two competent adult witnesses other than 
the officiating person be present for the solemnization of marriage to be valid.  Under 
the bill, if one of the parties is in the active military service of the United States, the 
presence of only one competent adult witness other than the officiating person is 
required. 
 


