
 

TO: All Legislators 

  
FROM: Representative Robin Vos and Representative Gary Tauchen 
  
DATE: 23 April 2019 
  

RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB 2776/1 – Lottery Privacy Act. 
  
DEADLINE: Tuesday, April 30th 
  
If you wish to co-sponsor the "Lottery Privacy Act", please respond to this email or call 

Alicia in Rep. Vos' office at 266-9171. 

  
In March, a Wisconsin native made history, winning $768.4 million playing the Powerball at a 

New Berlin convenience store.  Unfortunately, the winner is now being forced to publicly expose 

his identity in order to collect his winnings.  This type of public display often makes lottery 

winners targets of fraud, abuse, and harassment, leading people to go to extremes such as 

dressing up in costume to accept their prize. 

  
This bill would prohibit the Department of Revenue, lottery administrators and the retailer who 

sold the ticket from disclosing the lottery prize winner's name, address, or social security number 

if the individual requests anonymity. In addition, the bill allows for exemptions for disclosures in 

order to determine the withholding of winnings for unpaid taxes, court judgements or child 

support.  The bill continues to maintain the integrity of the administration of the state's lottery 

program and allows for the location of the ticket sale to be made public.  
  
Lottery winners across the country have become a target during what should be a joyous moment 

in their lives.  There are over a handful of states who have recognized these concerns and have 

passed similar privacy laws in order to protect their citizens. Winning the lottery should not 

mean you have to sacrifice your safety or your privacy.  
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
The bill prohibits a retailer who sold a lottery ticket, the administrator of the state lottery, 
and the Department of Revenue, which administers the lottery, from disclosing the name, 
address, or social security number of a lottery prize winner, if the lottery prize winner 
requests confidentiality.  The bill provides exceptions where disclosure is allowed, including 
disclosures made to withhold taxes from the winnings, to determine whether the winner is 
delinquent in tax payment or court-ordered child support, to determine any withholding for 
child, spousal, or family support, and to determine any withholding for unpaid court 
judgments. Additionally, the bill exempts from the right to inspection, copying, or receipt 
under public records law written records of a confidential lottery prize winner's name, 
address, or social security number. 
 


