
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO:                  All Legislators 
  
FROM:            Senator Robert Cowles 

                        Senator Mark Miller 
                        Representative Jeff Mursau 
                        Representative Nick Milroy 
  
DATE:            Wednesday, May 22, 2019 

  
RE:                  Co-Sponsorship of LRB 2738/1 relating to: Department of Natural Resources' 

efforts to raise awareness about Lyme disease 
  
DEADLINE:  4:00 PM on Tuesday, June 4, 2019 
  

  
The problem of Lyme Disease is growing 

and shows no signs of slowing. While about 

a dozen other states have taken actions to 

address the disease in recent sessions, 

Wisconsin has fallen behind. Rates of Lyme 

Disease have doubled in the last decade 

and experts believe the number of cases 

may actually be much higher. This co-

sponsorship memo is the third in a series of 

five steps to improve our approach to the 

disease and foster continued discussions to 

bite back against Lyme Disease in 

Wisconsin. 

  
LRB 2738 contains two provisions to require the dissemination of information by the DNR to 

raise awareness of Lyme Disease, inform on how to prevent tick bites, and encourage people to 

check for ticks after spending time outdoors. 
  
The first provision would require that this information on ticks and Lyme Disease be published 

in informational brochures produced for specific State Parks by the DNR and distributed in Park 

Offices. Under this bill, information must only be published in brochures produced after the act’s 

effective date to prevent the DNR from having to republish existing brochures. Visitors 

appreciate the information in these handouts, and adding information on Lyme Disease in these 

brochures will better serve these visitors by acting as a reminder of the potential danger posed by 

ticks and the simple steps visitors can take to prevent getting bit both in Parks and in their own 

backyards. 
  
The second provision would require the DNR to complete an annual awareness campaign in May 

of each year, which is Lyme Disease Awareness Month. The campaign would be launched on 



some combination of existing digital platforms including their website, social media, and e-

newsletters, and in print circulations including their magazine. The DNR has a vast online 

following of avid outdoors-people as demonstrated by the high number of visits to their website, 

social media followers, and subscriptions to e-newsletters. When addressing the issue of 

awareness and prevention of Lyme Disease, we should look to utilize these platforms in the time 

of year when awareness and prevention may be most relevant. 
  

If you have questions or would like to co-sponsor this bill, please reply to this email, contact 

Senator Cowles’ office at 6-0484, or contact Representative Mursau’s office at 6-3780 before 

4:00 PM on Tuesday, June 4, 2019. Your name will be added to the Senate and Assembly 

version unless otherwise specified. 
  

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  

Under this bill, if the Department of Natural Resources produces a brochure for a specific 

state park that includes information about the state park that is not solely a map of the park, DNR 

must also include in the brochure information on Lyme disease, how to prevent tick bites, and 

that visitors are encouraged to check for ticks after visiting the park. Also under the bill, annually 

in the month of May, in connection with Lyme Disease Awareness Month, DNR must conduct a 

Lyme disease awareness campaign with the goal of raising awareness of Lyme disease, 

informing on how to prevent tick bites, and encouraging people to check for ticks after spending 

time outdoors. The bill requires that the campaign use some combination of digital platforms, 

including DNR's Internet site, social media, and digital newsletters, and print platforms, 

including the Wisconsin natural resources magazine. 
  
 


