
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  

  
TO: All Legislators 
  
FROM: Representative David Crowley 
             Senator LaTonya Johnson             
  
DATE: September 26, 2019 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-2721/1, relating to: bail jumping and providing a penalty. 
  
DEADLINE: 5:00 PM on Friday, October 11, 2019 
  
  
Bail jumping is a crime that is chargeable when someone awaiting trial and out on bail violates a 

condition of their bail. Its purpose is to ensure those accused of a crime show up for court, but 

often comes with many other conditions. These conditions can include maintaining absolute 

sobriety, no police contact, remaining in the arresting county, or adhering to curfew, among 

others. If an accused defendant violates one of these conditions – or fails to show up for court – 

they can be arrested and charged with bail jumping. 
  
The punishment for bail jumping is dependent on the classification of the underlying charge (i.e., 

the charge for which that person was arrested and released on bail in the first place). If the 

underlying charge is a misdemeanor, bail jumping is a class A misdemeanor, carrying up to 9 

months in jail. If the underlying charge is a felony, it is a class H felony, carrying up to 6 years in 

prison. This dual punishment scheme exists even though the prohibited act is the same – 

violating a condition of bail. 
  
In addition, each violation is chargeable, across every count of the underlying charges. If 

someone is originally charged with 3 counts of a crime, and then has 2 alleged bail violations, 

they can be charged with 6 charges of bail jumping – exposing that person to 36 more years of 

possible incarceration. That gives the government a heavy advantage to use in forcing people to 

take plea deals – because even if that person is found not guilty of the underlying crime, they can 

(and likely will, as it is one of the easiest-to-prove crimes in Wisconsin) still be convicted of bail 

jumping. 
  
The stark reality of bail jumping charges is that they are often used to force a defendant to plead 

guilty to the underlying charge, in exchange for dropping the bail jumping charges. Not only 

does this deprive the defendant of their Constitutional right to a jury trial, it undermines public 

confidence in the rule of law. 
  
This bill does three things: (1) it makes bail jumping a class B misdemeanor (up to 90 days in 

jail), regardless of the underlying crime; (2) it limits bail jumping to being charged only once per 

underlying charge; and (3) it limits the violations where bail jumping can be charged to only: (a) 

intentionally missing a mandated court appearance, or (b) violation of a no-contact or protective 



condition of bail release. All other violations of bail conditions are handled in the traditional 

way: a modification or revocation of bail before trial. This gives prosecutors to have a tool to 

enforce appearance in court, while reforming it to be a workable solution to protect civil 

liberties. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-2721/1, please contact Representative Crowley’s 
office at 6-5580 or Rep.Crowley@legis.wisconsin.gov or Senator Johnson’s office at 6-
2500 or Sen.Johnson@legis.wi.gov  by 5:00pm on Friday, October 11, 2019 
  
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under current law, bail jumping for a defendant who has been released on bond af

ter being charged with a crime is a Class A misdemeanor if the offense with which 

the defendant is charged is a misdemeanor and a Class H felony if the offense with 

which the defendant is charged is a felony, and bail jumping for a witness for whom 

bail has been required is a Class I felony. Under this bill, any form of bail jumping 

is a Class B misdemeanor, regardless of the underlying offense or whether the person fo

r whom bail is required is a defendant or a witness. In addition, under this bill, a 

person may only be charged with bail jumping once per underlying charge for which he 

or she has been released on bail. 

Because this bill creates a new crime or revises a penalty for an existing crime, th

e Joint Review Committee on Criminal Penalties may be requested to prepare a 

report. 
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