
TO: Legislative Colleagues 
From: Representative Jeff Mursau and Senator Janet Bewley 
Date: December 23, 2019 
RE: Cosponsorship of LRB 19-2706 and LRB 19-5059 , relating to transportation aid to 
counties and municipalities containing certain tribal facilities 
  
The Gaming Compacts between the 11 Indian Tribes in Wisconsin and the State in 
most cases contain language that reads that the State will make “best efforts” to 
assume that monies paid to the State shall be spent on several different items including 
“Support for programs and services of the county in which the tribe is located”. 
  
Unfortunately, little of the funds contributed to the state from gaming actually end up 
back in the counties with tribal reservations per this “best effort” of the state.  Most of 
these counties continue to be some of the poorest in the state.  Not only are they not 
able to maintain the infrastructure but also have a hard time to even raise the funds 
needed to match various state and federal grant programs. 
  
In an effort to begin to address this problem and to meet the goals of the gaming 
compacts we are introducing legislation that would direct that any growth in Indian 
gaming revenue above the current estimated level of $54,701,000 be used to create a 
grant program to assist the 11 counties and towns that contain the headquarters of an 
Indian tribe or band.  
  
Each of these counties would receive $125,000 annually and the towns nearest the 
tribal headquarters would share in another $125,000.  The total amount would be 
capped at $2.5 million.  If less than $2.5 million came in, the grants would be pro-
rated.  Grants to the counties and towns could be used for “road and bridge 
improvements, as matching funds to qualify for other state transportation funds, or for 
other transportation needs, including equipment and services necessary to respond to 
emergency calls”. 
  
If you wild like to co-sponsor this legislation, please contact our offices by January 3rd.  
 


