
DATE:               August 16, 2019 

    

TO:                    All Legislators 

    

FROM:             Representative Paul Tittl and Senator Devin LeMahieu 

  
 

RE:                    Co-Sponsorship of LRB-2691 and LRB-3968 relating to grants for mental 

health clubhouses 

DEADLINE:      Thursday, August 29, 2019 

  

Mental health Clubhouses are non-residential programs providing support and services to 
people with mental illness. These organizations are a very cost-effective way to deliver that 
assistance.  
  
The bill creates a grant program for Clubhouses to receive matching grants up to $50,000 per 
Clubhouse per year. Total funding per year is limited to $500,000. 
  
To receive funding, the Clubhouse must be accredited by Clubhouse International or a similar 
accredited organization as approved by the Department of Health Services. 
  
As the number of people dealing with mental illness increases, Clubhouses play an important 
role, providing assistance concerning education, housing, and employment. Clubhouses also 
offer an opportunity to build long-term relationships. 
  
Strengths of the Clubhouse model include: 

•      a work-ordered day in which the talents and abilities of members are recognized 
and utilized within the Clubhouse; 
•      participation in consensus-based decision-making regarding all important matters 
relating to the running of the Clubhouse; 
•      opportunities to obtain paid employment in the local labor market through a 
Clubhouse-created Transitional Employment Program. In addition, members 
participate in Clubhouse-supported and Independent programs; 
•      assistance in accessing community-based educational resources; 
•      access to crisis intervention services when needed; 
•      evening/weekend social and recreational events; and 

•      assistance in securing and sustaining safe, decent and affordable housing. 
  
The grant funding program in this bill will enable people to continue to receive help through 
these much-needed Clubhouse programs. 
  
If you wish to co-sponsor LRB-2691 and its senate companion LRB-3968, please reply to this 

email or contact Rep. Tittl’s office at 6-0315 or Sen. LeMahieu’s office at 6-2056 by noon on 

Thursday, August 29th. Cosponsors will be added to both the Senate and Assembly versions 

unless otherwise requested. 



______________________________________________________________________________

_______ 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

 
This bill requires the Department of Health Services to award grants to clubhouses.  A 
“clubhouse,” as defined in the bill, is a nonresidential rehabilitation 

program that provides support and services to individuals who have a mental illness but 
does not directly provide treatment or medical care for mental illnesses.  To receive a grant 
a clubhouse must only include members who have been diagnosed with a mental illness 
and are under treatment for the mental illness, raise an amount of money itself to receive a 
matching grant, provide activities and services to members on a voluntary basis, be 
accredited, have its own distinct physical space, and allow members to have the 
opportunity to participate in the administration and other operational functions of the 
clubhouse.  The bill increases the supplemental appropriation to the Joint Committee on 
Finance for the purposes of providing grants to clubhouses and specifies that the 
committee may make a supplement using its passive review process. 

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix 
to this bill. 
 


