
 

SHORT DEADLINE 
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO:     All Legislators 
  
From:  Senator Testin, Senator Johnson 
            Representative Skowronski, Representative Brostoff, Representative Thiesfeldt 
  
Date:  Wednesday, May 29th, 2019 
  
RE:     Co-sponsorship of LRB 2654/2 & LRB 3405/1 relating to: examination and licensure of sign 

language interpreters 
  
We are introducing this bi-partisan bill related to licensure of sign language interpreters. It is similar to 

what was passed out of the Assembly last session and what passed out of committee in the Senate. 
Deadline is Tomorrow, May 30th at 2 pm. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill makes all of the following changes to the laws regulating sign language 
interpreters: 
1.  Replaces the current program for renewable sign language interpreter 
licenses granted by the Department of Safety and Professional Services with new 
categories of sign language interpreter licenses.  Under the bill, DSPS grants the 
following licenses: 
a.  Sign language interpreter—intermediate hearing.  DSPS must license an 
individual as a sign language interpreter—intermediate hearing if, among other 
requirements, the individual has received at least a bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university or an equivalent 

degree; the individual has 
successfully completed an interpreter training program; and the individual has 
passed the basic performance examination administered by the Board for Evaluation 
of Interpreters (BEI) and is certified by BEI or has passed an examination DSPS 
determines is substantially equivalent to the BEI basic performance examination. 
The bill includes alternative paths to licensure as a sign language 
interpreter—intermediate hearing. 
b.  Sign language interpreter—advanced hearing.  DSPS must license an 
individual as a sign language interpreter—advanced hearing if, among other 
requirements, the individual has received at least a bachelor's degree from an 
accredited college or university or an equivalent degree; the individual has 
successfully completed an interpreter training program; and the individual has 
passed the advanced or master performance examination administered by BEI and 
is certified by BEI, has passed the examination for and holds the national interpreter 
certification issued by the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf, Inc. (RID), or has 
passed an exam DSPS determines is substantially equivalent.  The bill includes 
alternative paths to licensure as a sign language interpreter—advanced hearing. 
c.   Sign language interpreter—intermediate deaf.  DSPS must license an 
individual as a sign language interpreter—intermediate deaf if, among other 
requirements, the individual holds a high school diploma or its equivalent; the 
individual successfully completed at least 40 hours of a sign language interpreter 
training curriculum for deaf interpreters; the individual successfully completed at 
least 16 hours of sign language interpretation-related training approved by BEI or 
RID or substantially equivalent training; and the individual provides to DSPS 
letters of recommendation from at least two individuals who hold a sign language 
interpreter—advanced deaf license, a certified deaf interpreter certification issued 
by RID, or an equivalent certification.  Taken in the aggregate, the letters of recommendation must verify that the individual has 

successfully completed at least 
25 hours of observing the provision of sign language interpretation services provided 



to clients. 
d.  Sign language interpreter—advanced deaf.  DSPS must license an 
individual as a sign language interpreter—advanced deaf if, among other 
requirements, the individual holds at least an associate degree or satisfies an 
alternative pathway for education and the individual holds a certified deaf 
interpreter certification issued by RID or an equivalent certification, as determined 
by DSPS. 
2.  Requires DSPS to promulgate rules defining the scope of practice of each of 
the licenses described above, subject to certain restrictions set forth in the bill. 
3.  Authorizes DSPS to grant a renewable sign language interpreter license to 
an individual who, in addition to satisfying other requirements under current law, 
is certified by BEI. 
4.  Provides that a restricted sign language interpreter license may be renewed 
indefinitely.  Under current law, the restricted license may be renewed only twice. 
The bill makes this change retroactively for an individual holding a valid restricted 
license on August 31, 2017. 
5.  Authorizes DSPS to grant a restricted sign language interpreter license to 
an individual who, in addition to satisfying other requirements under current law, 
has at least passed the BEI's basic performance examination. 
6.   Requires DSPS to administer in Wisconsin the BEI's performance 
examinations. 
5.  Eliminates the Sign Language Interpreter Council and establishes the Sign 
Language Interpreters Advisory Committee, which advises DSPS and consults with 
DSPS concerning investigations related to sign language interpreters. 
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as 
an appendix to this bill. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please respond by email or contact 

Representative Skowronski's office at 266-8590  OR Senator Testin's office 266-3123 by 

2:00 PM on Thursday, May 30, 2019.  All co-sponsors will be added to both Senate and 

Assembly companion bills unless otherwise requested.  
  
 


