
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

TO:                 All Legislators 

FROM:           Representative Gae Magnafici 

Senator Kathy Bernier 

DATE:           Thursday, June 6, 2019 

RE:                 LRB-2644/1 – relating to: time for issuing a certification of an election. 
  
DEADLINE: Thursday, June 13th at 3:00 PM 

  

This bill is part of a series of changes that the Wisconsin Elections Commission has requested to 

help ensure the efficient and proper administration of elections in Wisconsin. Currently, an 

election may only be certified if the time allowed to file a petition for a recount has expired, even 

if there is no possibility of a recount. Under this bill, if there is no possibility of a recount, the 

certification of an election may be issued immediately. If there is a candidate that is eligible to 

petition for a recount, the time to file a petition for a recount must still expire before the election 

may be certified. 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation and its Senate companion, please contact Tyler in 

Rep. Magnafici's office at 7-2365 or Scott in Senator Bernier's office at 6-7511 before 3:00 PM 

on Thursday, June 13th. 

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under current law, a certificate of election may not be provided to a winning candidate 

until after expiration of the time allowed to file a petition for a recount, regardless of whether any 

candidate in the election is authorized to file a petition for a recount. Current law authorizes only 

the following candidates to petition for a recount: 

1. For an election at which 4,000 or fewer votes are cast for the office that the candidate 

seeks, a candidate who trails the leading candidate by no more than 40 votes. 

2. For an election at which more than 4,000 votes are cast for the office that the candidate 

seeks, a candidate who trails the leading candidate by no more than 1 percent of the total votes 

cast for that office. 

Under this bill, if there is no candidate in an election who may petition for a recount, the 

certificate of election may be issued immediately after completion of the canvass. 
 


