
 

CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
DATE:            July 16, 2019         
  
TO:                 Legislative Colleagues 
  

FROM:           Representative Ballweg, Representative Summerfield, Representative Grusynski 

                        Senator Testin, Senator Smith 
  
RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB-2643/2 relating to: family navigator program in the 

Division of Vocational Rehabilitation in the Department of Workforce Development and making 

an appropriation. 

  
DEADLINE:  Friday, August 2, 2019 

This bill will establish a family navigator program at the Department of Workforce Development 

to provide services to certain individuals who receive federal supplemental security income and 

who are eligible to receive services from the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation. This 

legislation follows a highly successful Family Advocate model tested in the Wisconsin 

PROMISE demonstration project. 

Wisconsin was one of six states in 2013 that received a 5-year PROMISE demonstration grant 

from the Social Security Administration to test strategies to improve integrated employment and 

educational outcomes for youth and families receiving social security income (SSI). The 5-year 

grant was awarded to the Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development (DWD), in 

partnership with the Department of Public Instruction (DPI), Department of Health Services 

(DHS), and the Department of Children and Families (DCF). 
  

Through the PROMISE demonstration grant, family navigators were hired to meet with low-

income youth and families where they were located, whether at their home or a neighborhood 

location. During these meetings, navigators identified family needs and overall family 

employment, then connected and supported families as they accessed existing services and 

systems. They focused on connecting youth and families to schools, long-term support, 

integrated employment, housing programs, financial literacy, future planning, and vocational 

rehabilitation services. 
  
The results of the PROMISE project have seen an increase in household incomes, higher 

educational attainment for youth and families, lifelong wage earners, and less reliance on public 

benefits among the participants. The PROMISE project has demonstrated that family navigators 

play a critical role in getting youth and family members employed while changing their 

trajectory out of poverty. 
  
Specific outcomes from the PROMISE family advocate model as of August 2018 include: 
  

◼  Nearly twice as many PROMISE youth (73%) who met with a family advocate have 

worked than the percentage (42%) who have not met with a family advocate. 



◼  Youth who met with a family advocate had twice the amount of jobs since joining 

PROMISE as youth who haven't met with a family advocate. 

◼  More than 75% of youth earning Substantial Gainful Activity (SGA) met with a family 

advocate, while only 24% of youth without a family advocate earned SGA. 

With the 5-year PROMISE demonstration grant ending, we are introducing this bill to continue 

the Family Navigator positions and ensure funding for a Family Advocate position covering each 

of Wisconsin's 11 Workforce Development areas in the state. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please respond to this email or contact 

Representative Ballweg's office at 6-8077 or Senator Testin's office at 266-3123. All co-

sponsors will be added to both Senate and Assembly companion bills unless otherwise requested. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill requires the Department of Workforce Development to establish a family 

navigator program to provide services to certain individuals who receive federal supplemental 

security income and who are eligible to receive services from the Division of Vocational 

Rehabilitation. Under the bill, DWD must employ family navigators in each local workforce 

development area of the state.  The bill also authorizes new positions. 

Under a federal demonstration project that ended in 2018, DVR administered a family 

navigator service using a federal grant under the Wisconsin PROMISE Project. 

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix 

to this bill. 
  
 


