
To: All Legislators 
From: Rep. Amanda Stuck & Sen. Dave Hansen 
RE: Co-Sponsor LRB 2629/1 Papermaker Fund 
Deadline: Wednesday, April 17th at 5:00pm 
  
In the last few decades and in particular in the last three years, Wisconsin has hemorrhaged jobs in 
the paper industry, especially in northeast Wisconsin. So far, the response to this crisis has been 
piecemeal and by offering tax credits to individual companies.  
  
These job losses and mill closures have rattled communities and the continued uncertainty and 
potential for additional losses hangs above every worker and every family that relies on these family-
supporting jobs. There is a ripple effect into a number of under industries which rely on paper mills 
for a large share of their business. Recent studies show that every 1 job in a paper mill supports 5 
other ancillary jobs. 
  
Wisconsin needs an industry-wide approach to help shore up this manufacturing industry, which 
helps provide a backbone to numerous communities across the state. We as a state need to provide 
them with a hand up so that they can continue to be successful into the future, not a hand out. 
  
This bill creates two, $30 million revolving loan funds through WHEDA. One fund will provide 
loans to companies producing white paper products and help them to convert equipment to 
manufacture more profitable and in demand products. As we have seen the increase of online retail 
with giants like Amazon, the demand for brown paper products has skyrocketed. This loan fund will 
help Wisconsin’s paper mills meet that demand. 
  
The second revolving loan fund, would help mills upgrade their equipment for energy efficiency, 
renewable energy and to reduce harmful by-products and waste. Electricity is one of the larger 
expenses paper mills need to pay each month, and the costs of upgrading equipment can be quite 
high. This loan fund helps local mills become more efficient in their operations, helping improve 
their bottom line, keeping the mill more viable into the future. 
 
Lastly, this bill provides up to $500,000 to UW-Stevens Point for its paper science program, to make 
sure that Wisconsin continues making the next strides and developments in the paper industry and 
continues educating and training the next generation of paper researchers. 
  
The Papermaker Fund is a forward looking program, which offers a hand of help from the State of 
Wisconsin to one of our biggest industries, by helping the industry to modernize and become more 
efficient, thereby improving their ability to stay open and stay a strong economic driver in our 
communities and our state. 
  
Attached is a copy of LRB 2629/1, if you would like to be added as a co-sponsor to this bill please 
respond to this email or call Rep. Stuck’s office at 6-3060 or Sen. Hansen’s office at 6-5670 by 5pm 
on Wednesday, April 17th. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill requires the Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority to do all of the 
following: 



1. Establish a $30,000,000 revolving loan fund to assist paper mills in this state to transition to the 
manufacture of paper products other than white paper. 

2. Establish a $30,000,000 revolving loan fund to assist paper mills in this state to modernize 
facilities, increase energy efficiency, increase the use of renewable and clean energy sources, and 
reduce harmful by-products and waste. 

The bill requires WHEDA to establish policies and procedures implementing the revolving loan 
fund program under the bill, including job retention requirements. Additionally, under the bill, the 
revolving loan funds must satisfy all of the following requirements: 

1. Each loan must be interest free. 

2. No business may receive more than $5,000,000 in loans from the revolving loan funds combined. 

3. Each loan must be repaid on at least a quarterly basis and must be repaid in full over a period of 
no more than five years. 

4. The five-year or less repayment period for each loan may not begin until after installation of the 
project funded by the loan is complete, as determined WHEDA. 

Finally, the bill requires WHEDA to award a grant of up to $500,000 to the University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point for its paper science program. 
 
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 
bill. 
  
 


