
Co-sponsorship Memorandum 

  
Date: May 28, 2019 
  
To: All Legislators 
  
From: Senator Janet Bewley & Representative Steve Doyle 
  
RE: Co-sponsorship of LRB-2615 and LRB-2680 relating to: Threat to Use a Dangerous Weapon on School 
Property to Injure or Kill a Person and Providing a Penalty. 
  
Deadline: June 7th, 2019 
  
During both the 2015-16 and 2017-18 sessions, we introduced legislation that was suggested by one of 
Senator Bewley's local Sheriffs and that County's District Attorney. This bill passed the Assembly in 2016 
but unfortunately was not taken up by the Senate. LRB-2615 and LRB-2680 are modeled on our current 
laws regarding bomb scares, and would close a loophole that allows individuals who threaten to bring a 
dangerous weapon onto school grounds and injure or kill un-named people to escape meaningful 
judgement. The idea began several years ago after an incident in Barron County, and since then, similar 
incidents in Mequon, Menomonie, Oconomowoc and Watertown. 
  
Prosecutors face a conundrum as to what criminal statute should be charged when conduct of an 
individual is not specifically outlined in statutes.  Chapter 947, Crimes Against Public Peace, Order and 
Other Interests, explicitly deals with bomb scares and threats to release chemical, biological or 
radioactive substances, but does not address the situation when a person makes a threat to bring a 
dangerous weapon to school and harm un-named people.  Without a specific threat to hurt a named 
individual, District Attorneys are unable to charge anything more than a misdemeanor.  As a result, a 
defendant can avoid the threat of a meaningful penalty, thereby stripping both law enforcement and 
school officials of the tools they need to address the situation. 
  
During the last session, we worked with Senator Wanggaard in getting this legislation passed, 
incorporating several of his suggestions into the current bill. The LRB analysis is reprinted below and 
copies of the draft are attached to this email. If you'd like to co-sponsor this legislation, please reply to 
this email or call Senator Bewley's office at 6-3510 or Representative Doyle's office at 6-0631 by the end 
of the day on June 7th, 2019. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill creates a crime for intentionally conveying any threat or false information concerning an 
attempt to use a dangerous weapon to injure or kill a person on school property, on 
transportation provided by a school, or at an event sanctioned by a school. A person who is 
convicted for the crime is guilty of a Class I felony. 

  
Because this bill creates a new crime or revises a penalty for an existing crime, the Joint Review 
Committee on Criminal Penalties may be requested to prepare a report. 

  



 


