
 
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
To: All Legislators 
  
From: Rep. Staush Gruszynski, Rep. Ken Skowronski, and Sen. Dave Hansen 
  
Date: June 19, 2019 
  
Re: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-2606/1: The Student Veteran Renter Protection Act 
  
Deadline: Friday, June 28 at 12:00pm 
  
In Wisconsin, we are proud to support our student veterans. Unfortunately, during the fall 2018 
semester, due to federal bureaucratic issues, the Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) failed to properly 
administer the payment of housing allowances to student veterans receiving benefits through the Post-
9/11 Educational Assistance Program, delaying payments to as many as 180,000 student 
veterans nationwide and placing veterans' housing in jeopardy at no fault of their own. 
  
A UW-Green Bay student veteran described the stress his family experienced after discovering that his 
benefits were delayed for an indeterminate amount of time. Balancing coursework, jobs, and familial 
obligations is enough of a challenge without the added stress of receiving a five-day eviction notice and 
being forced to pull together hundreds of dollars for rent within a few days to avoid late fees or 
homelessness. This bill will protect student veterans from late fees and eviction in future cases where 
VA housing allowances are delayed or incorrect. 
  
Under LRB-2606/1, student veteran tenants who receive housing allowances from the Department of 
Veteran Affairs who proactively notify their landlords that they receive housing allowances from the 
Department at the time the lease is entered into (or tenancy began) would be afforded a 30 day grace 
period if they also: 

1.       show documentation that payment for the housing has been delayed, and 
2.       pay the rent payment within 30 days after the notice from the landlord is received 

  
As of 2018, there were a total of 4,769 veterans enrolled in the UW System: 

  
UW-Madison: 855 
UW-Milwaukee: 1,070 
UW-Eau Claire: 192 
UW-Green Bay: 388 
UW- La Crosse: 180 
UW-Oshkosh: 443 
UW-Parkside: 211 
UW-Platteville: 334 
UW-River Falls: 168 
UW-Stevens Point: 87 
UW-Stout: 360 
UW-Superior: 98 
UW-Whitewater: 383 

https://www.vfw.org/media-and-events/latest-releases/archives/2018/10/delayed-housing-payments-impacting-180000-student-veterans
https://www.vfw.org/media-and-events/latest-releases/archives/2018/10/delayed-housing-payments-impacting-180000-student-veterans


 

 
  

If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-2606/1, please reply to this email or call Rep. Gruszynski's 
office at 6-0616 by Friday, June 28 at 12:00pm. 

 
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau: 

Under current law, if a tenant is late in paying rent, the landlord may give the tenant a notice that 
requires the tenant to pay rent or vacate within at least five days after the notice is given (a five-day 
notice).  If the tenant fails to pay the rent by that date, the tenancy is terminated. 

Under the bill, if a landlord gives a tenant a five-day notice for failure to pay rent, the tenancy does not 
terminate if: 1) the tenant receives a housing allowance from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
and notified the landlord of this fact at the time of starting the tenancy or entering into the lease; 2) 
within five days after the landlord gives the five-day notice, the tenant provides the landlord with 
documentation showing that issuance of the tenant's current housing allowance is delayed; and 3) the 
tenant pays the delinquent rent payment within 30 days after the landlord gives the five-day notice. 

Under current law, a landlord is not required to give a five-day notice to a month-to-month tenant who 
is late in paying rent, but may instead give the month-to-month tenant a notice requiring the tenant to 
vacate within at least 14 days after the notice is given (a 14-day notice), without the option to cure by 
paying rent.  For a year-to-year tenant or a tenant under a lease for a term of one year or less, if the 
landlord has previously given the tenant a five-day notice for failure to pay rent and, within one year, 
the tenant is again late in paying rent, the landlord may give the tenant a 14-day notice to vacate. 

Under the bill, if a landlord gives a month-to-month tenant a 14-day notice to vacate, the tenancy does 
not terminate if the three requirements listed above are met, and if the tenant has not received a five-
day or 14-day notice for failure to pay rent in the previous 12 months.  

The bill does not affect a landlord's ability to give a 14-day notice to a year-to-year tenant or a tenant 
under a lease for a term of one year or less who has received a five-day notice in the previous year. 

The bill also prohibits a landlord from charging a late fee if all of the applicable requirements described 
above have been met. 

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this bill. 

 


