
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
TO:  Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM: Representative Cody Horlacher 

Senator Kathy Bernier 
  
DATE: Thursday, January 16th, 2019 
  
RE: LRB-2578/1: Registration of Pharmacy Technicians 
  
DEADLINE: Friday, January 24th at 5:00 p.m. 
  
This bill was drafted in consultation with the Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin. The attached issue 
brief provides an overview of the topic. 
  
Pharmacy technicians are a vital part of the pharmacy team that provides assistance to thousands 
of Wisconsinites every day. We are all aware of the opioid epidemic facing our state and nation. 
  
This legislation is one piece of the puzzle that will help to ensure the system functions in the most 
transparent way possible. 
  
LRB-2578/1 simply requires the registration of pharmacy technicians. Under current law pharmacy 
technicians are not required to register with any governing body. This can lead to difficult 
situations when issues arise related to drug diversion. We need to ensure that the public is 
protected and that we can closely monitor those with access to potentially harmful medications. 
  
In the arena of licensing it is often best to start with the type of licensure that is the least restrictive. 
This bill exemplifies that mindsight by utilizing a registration system to identify those acting in 
these capacities and provide pharmacists, businesses, and the public the peace of mind that comes 
along with the registration process. 
  
This bill does not change the scope of practice or the entry requirements related to pharmacy 
technicians. It simply requires that these individuals register with the pharmacy examining board. 
  
To be added on as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact Anna in Rep. 
Horlacher’s office at 6-5715 or Denise in Sen. Bernier’s office at 6-78511 by 5:00pm on Friday, 
January 24th. All co-sponsors will be added to the corresponding companion version of the bill 
unless specified otherwise. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

Under current law, subject to certain exceptions, no person may engage in the practice 
of pharmacy unless the person is licensed as a pharmacist by the Pharmacy Examining Board. 
One such exception is for a person who is providing services as directed, supervised, and 
inspected by a pharmacist who has the power to direct, decide, and oversee the 
implementation of the services rendered, subject to any rules promulgated by the board. 
Current rules of the board govern the practice of pharmacy technicians, which are defined as 
non-pharmacists or non-pharmacist coordinates, directs, and inspects the activities of the 
pharmacy technician, assist the pharmacist in the technical and nonjudgmental functions 



related to the practice of pharmacy in the process of prescription orders and inventory 
management. The rules regulate the activities of pharmacy technicians, but pharmacy 
technicians are not, under current law, required to be credentialed by the board in order to 
practice. 

This bill instead requires pharmacy technicians to be registered by the board and 
prohibits any person from practicing as a pharmacy technician, as defined by the board, or 
using the title “pharmacy technician” or “pharmacy tech” unless the person is registered as a 
pharmacy technician by the board. Registration requires submission of an application listing 
the applicant’s employer, if any, and address, and a fee, and requires that the applicant have 
graduated high school or an equivalency or be enrolled in a pharmacy technician youth 
apprenticeship program. The bill allows a person who has applied for a pharmacy technician 
registration to practice as a pharmacy technician under the direct supervision of a 
pharmacist during the period before the board takes final action on the person’s application. 
Pharmacy technicians are required under the bill to notify the board of any home address or 
employer changes. 

The bill requires the board to promulgate rules to define “pharmacy technician” and 
the activities that constitute the practices of a pharmacy technician for purposes of the 
registration requirement. 

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as 
an appendix to this bill. 
  
 


