
 
TO: Legislative Colleagues 
FROM: Rep. Katrina Shankland and Sen. Dave Hansen 
DATE: July 25, 2019 
  
RE: Co-sponsorship: Reaching Higher for Higher Ed Package 
  
DEADLINE: Thursday, August 8 at 4:00 p.m. 
  
No one should have to defer their dreams because they can't afford a higher education, yet the 
average debt per borrower in Wisconsin is approaching $30,000. We can and must do more to 
ensure our technical colleges and public universities are affordable and accessible to everyone. 
By investing in need-based financial aid for Wisconsin students and funding current and future 
tuition freezes, we can support students by ensuring higher education is affordable while also 
providing the resources to ensure they can graduate on time. 
  
For every dollar we spend on the UW System, we receive a $23 return on investment, and our 
technical colleges and universities play a vital role in preparing students for jobs of today and 
the future. Wisconsin's higher education institutions require additional state support and a 
strong strategic vision in order to ensure their continued strength, accessibility, and 
sustainability. That's why we are introducing legislation to invest additional funds in the UW 
and technical colleges and to create a Blue Ribbon Commission to set us on a sustainable path 
forward in funding and strategy. The Blue Ribbon Commission would pay particular attention to 
rural and under-resourced institutions, giving them a voice in the process as they set out a long-
term vision and explore new funding sources for higher education. 
  
Finally, we can do more to support student teachers as they work full-time in our schools to 
prepare for a career in education. By remitting their tuition for the semester in which they 
student teach, we are making education more accessible to our future teachers while 
strengthening the education workforce. 
  
Wisconsin was once a leader in education, and we are poised to be again by investing in our 
cherished higher education institutions and demonstrating that our educators and students are 
a priority. The Reach Higher for Higher Education package sends a strong message to current 
and future students and educators in Wisconsin that we support and value them. Please join us 
in cosponsoring the following: 
  
LRB 3666: fully funds the tuition freeze by increasing funding for the University of Wisconsin 
System general program operations by $16,800,000 in FY 2019-20 and by $33,600,000 in FY 
2020-21. 
  
LRB 3574: requires that all future tuition freezes for the UW System be funded, ensuring our 
educators have the resources they need so students won't wait for courses to graduate. 
  



LRB 3575: fully funds the Wisconsin Technical College System's 2019-21 budget request by 
appropriating $11,000,000 from the general fund in the 2019-21 fiscal biennium. 
  
LRB 3576: creates a 19-member Blue Ribbon Commission for the University of Wisconsin 
System, tasked with studying and facilitating discussion of a public agenda for higher 
education, a set of long-term goals and priorities for higher education, and accessibility and 
affordability of higher education. The commission will include the president of the UW 
System, four faculty and four academic staff members of UW System campuses that is 
underserved or undergoing significant programmatic changes, four UW System students, one 
higher education expert, one workforce development expert, and four legislators. One 
notable goal of the commission is to study the feasibility of establishing a state program to 
provide debt-free college education to all Wisconsin residents. 
  
LRB 3577: ends the wait list for need-based financial aid for UW System and technical college 
students by increasing HEAB's biennial appropriation for Wisconsin Grants for UW students 
by $27,000,000 in each year of the 2019-21 fiscal biennium and for technical college students 
by $18,000,000 in each year of the 2019-21 fiscal biennium. 
  
LRB 3578: remits UW undergraduate student teachers' academic fees for the semester they 
are student teaching. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor any or all of these bills, please reply to this email or call my 
office at 7-9649 by 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 8. 
 


