
DATE:                   January 14, 2020                
TO:                       All Legislators 
FROM:                 Rep. Katrina Shankland, Rep. VanderMeer, Rep. Tusler, and Rep. 
Subeck 

 Sen. Pat Testin and Sen. Tim Carpenter 
  

RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB 2535: Grants to map, control, eradicate, monitor, 
and minimize the spread of wild parsnip 
  
DEADLINE:  Tuesday, January 21 at 4:00 P.M.  
  
Wild parsnip is a dangerous non-native plant found throughout Wisconsin, typically 
growing in patches or as scattered plants along roadsides and in unmanaged grassland 
areas such as fields, pastures, or prairie restorations.  It is currently classified as 
restricted under the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources invasive species rule 
(NR-40), which means it is an invasive species already established in the state which 
causes or has the potential to cause significant environmental or economic harm or 
harm to human health, and no person may transport, transfer, or introduce it into an un-
infested area without a permit. 
  
While wild parsnip causes a variety of impacts to the environment, it is most commonly 
known for the rashes and burns it can cause on human skin when people come into 
contact with the plant’s sap and are exposed to sunlight. Although the plant spreads 
relatively easily, several management options exist, including mowing, herbicides, 
grazing, fire, and biological control. 
  
This bill aims to supplement existing efforts by state agencies, local governments, and 
conservation groups by requiring the DNR to award up to $100,000 per fiscal year in 
grants to local units of government or American Indian tribes or bands which have 
declared wild parsnip to be a noxious weeds to map, control, eradicate, monitor, and 
minimize the spread of wild parsnip. Grant recipients can collaborate with regional 
conservation organizations, and local weed commissioners can apply on behalf of their 
local government. The bill also appropriates $50,000 per fiscal year to the Bureau of 
Natural Heritage Conservation to assist in their efforts to control invasive species. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please reply to this email no later 
than Tuesday, January 21 at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau  
This bill requires the Department of Natural Resources, under its statewide program to 
control invasive species, to award up to $100,000 in each fiscal year in grants to local 
governments or American Indian tribes or bands that have declared wild parsnip to be a 
noxious weed for projects on public or private land to map, control, eradicate, monitor, 
and minimize the spread of wild parsnip. The bill allows a grant recipient to collaborate 
with a regional conservation organization on a project funded by the grant. The bill 



appropriates $50,000 in each fiscal year in the 2019-21 fiscal biennium to the Bureau of 
Natural Heritage Conservation. 
  
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as 
an appendix to this bill. 
 


