
TO:           All Legislators 

FROM:   Representatives Bowen, Mursau, Milroy 

                   Senators L. Taylor, Risser 

DATE:    September 30, 2019 

RE:           LRB 2534 – Indigenous Peoples Day 

Deadline: Monday, October 14th 

We are again introducing a bill to rename Columbus Day, 
observed on the second Monday in October, as Indigenous 
Peoples Day. This legislation will give our state a real opportunity 
to celebrate and learn about the native people who call Wisconsin 
home. 

Christopher Columbus is often credited with “discovering” the 
Americas in 1492 even though millions of Indigenous people were 
already living there. Additionally, what Columbus actually 
"discovered" was the Bahamas Archipelago and then the island 
later named Hispaniola, now split into Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic. On his subsequent voyages, he went farther south to 
Central and South America, but never got close to what is now 
called the United States.  

Columbus’ legacy includes initiating the trans-Atlantic slave trade 
and encouraging centuries of exploitation and genocide of 
Indigenous populations. Instead of honoring a man whose horrific 
deeds have been whitewashed throughout history, we should be 
celebrating the Indigenous populations in Wisconsin whose 
vibrant history and heritage are woven into the fabric of our state 
and culture. 

Similar bills have been passed in New Mexico, South Dakota, 
Maine, and Vermont, and Indigenous Peoples Day is officially 



observed in over a hundred localities across the country, including 
serval cities, counties, and school districts in Wisconsin. This bill 
is not meant to re-write history, but to instead recognize and draw 
attention to the history and heritage of the Indigenous 
communities in Wisconsin that deserve to be celebrated. 

To be added on as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to 
this email or contact Rep. Bowen’s office (6-7671) or Sen. 
Taylor’s office (6-5810) by Monday, October 14th. Your 
name will be added to the Assembly and Senate version unless 
otherwise specified.   

  

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
Under this bill, the special observance day Columbus Day is 
renamed Indigenous Peoples Day. 
  
  
 


