
FROM: Rep. Taylor, Rep. Sargent, and Rep. Neubauer & Sen. Risser 

DATE: May 30, 2019 

RE: Co-sponsor LRB 2520- extending voting rights to certain 17-year-old individuals and 
requiring a referendum. 
Deadline: Friday, June 14, 2019 at Noon 

  
  

Across the nation, our young people have mobilized at the grass roots level for policy 
change. Whether it is on climate change or common sense gun safety reform, our young 
people are truly showing adults and policy-makers the way forward. It is time we ensure 
their voices are heard at the polls. 

Currently, 18-year-olds who participate in their first election that is a general election are 
being denied the ability to participate in the preceding primary if they are 17-years-old. 
This means they are potentially voting for a candidate that they had no voice in nominating. 

In red, blue, and purple states across the country, 17-year-olds can vote in Congressional 
and/or Presidential primaries and caucuses, including Alaska, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Mississippi, Nebraska, Nevada, 
North Carolina, Ohio, South Carolina, Virginia, Vermont, Washington, West Virginia, 
Wyoming, and the District of Columbia. This bill, which is a constitutional amendment 
subject to statewide referendum, would allow 17-year-old Wisconsinites to do the same. 

Increasing voter turnout and electoral accessibility is core to the success of our democracy. 
Studies show that reducing the voting age not only creates a lifelong habit of voting, but 
makes parents more likely to vote as well. 

If you would like to be a co-sponsor of this legislation, please contact my office at 6-5342 or 
by replying to this email by Friday, June 14th at noon. 

  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Currently, in addition to other qualifications, an individual must be at least 18 years of age to vote at 
an election in this state.  This bill allows an individual who is 17 years of age to vote at a primary if the 
individual will be 18 years of age on the date on which the election following the primary is held. 
  
Because the bill extends the right to vote to a class of individuals beyond the class currently entitled to 
vote under the Wisconsin Constitution, the bill cannot become law unless, following enactment, it is 
approved by the majority of the votes cast at a statewide referendum to be held at the November 2020 
general election. 
  
  
 


