
To:       All Legislators 

From:  Senator Tim Carpenter 

Date:   March 27, 2019 

RE:       Co-sponsorship of LRB 2513/1 relating to: the distribution of excess sales tax revenue 
collected by a local professional baseball park district and making an appropriation 

Deadline: 5:00PM April 10, 2019 

1995 Wisconsin Act 56 created the Southeast Wisconsin Professional Baseball Park District (the District) 
and gave it the authority to issue revenue bonds and impose a local sales and use tax of up to 0.1 
percent in order to provide funding for construction of Miller Park. The District is a local unit 
government made up of five counties: Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Washington, and Waukesha. 

During the now-famous September 1995 special session, when the Miller Park Deal was struck, 
Governor Tommy Thompson’s DOA Secretary made a promise that the sales and use tax created under 
the District’s authority would end in 2014. 

Unfortunately, that promise was broken and it hopefully will sunset 6 years late. 

At its March 12, 2019 meeting, the District Board Chairman Smiley made the statement: 

“Based on the District’s independent expert reports, all indications are that by March of 2020 the District 
will have fully retired all of its initial construction debt and will have adequate funds placed in escrow to 
meet all of the District’s future contractual obligations. 

Therefore, I’m pleased to concur and officially announce that barring severe unforeseen circumstances, 
all indications are that the District will be in a position to certify the end of the 0.1% Miller Park sales tax 
at its meeting in March of 2020.” 

Due to the timing needed to notify retailers, taxes would continue to be collected for a period of time 
after certification, resulting in excess sales tax revenues being distributed to the District. 

According to District Executive Director, Mike Duckett, the additional proceeds collected during such a 
grace period could reach about $16 million. (The $16 million question for Miller Park tax. Rich Kirchen. 
Milwaukee Business Journal. March 7, 2019) 

I believe the Miller Park sales tax should sunset as soon as possible and not be extended for other 
purposes. 

This bill is modeled after Senator Cowles and Representative Steffen’s Brown County Lambeau Field 
sales tax distribution: 2015 Senate Bill 233/2015 Wisconsin Act 114. It would redistribute any excess 
revenue distributed to the Southeast Wisconsin Professional Baseball Park District through the 
collection of the sales and use tax back to the five counties that make up the district and the 
municipalities within those counties. 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
Under this bill, once the local professional baseball park district consisting of the counties of Milwaukee, 
Racine, Waukesha, Ozaukee, and Washington certifies to the Department of Revenue that it has paid the 
district's bond obligations and fully funded reserves for maintenance and operating costs, DOR must 



distribute the excess special district sales and use tax revenues collected from the district to the counties 
that make up the district and to the municipalities within those counties. 
DOR determines each county's proportionate share of the revenue to be distributed based on tax 
revenues derived from each county.  The county receives 25 percent of that amount and the remaining 
75 percent is distributed to each city, village, and town in the county based on population.  The bill 
requires each county and municipality to deposit the revenue into a segregated account and be used only 
for property tax relief, tax levy supported debt relief, economic development, public safety, local roads, 
or public parks.  However, a county or municipality may not make expenditures from the account without 
first adopting a resolution specifying the amount and purpose of the expenditure. 
  
Please contact Senator Carpenter’s office at 6-8535 or sen.carpenter@legis.wisconsin.gov by 5:00PM 
April 10th to sign on to this bill. 

Don’t strike out! Sign on now! 
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