
TO:                  Legislative Colleagues 

FROM:            Rep. Taylor & Rep. Sargent 

                        Sen. Lena Taylor 

DATE:             Wednesday, August 7, 2019 

RE:                  Co-Sponsor LRB 2503, relating to: requiring clergy to 
mandatory report the abuse of children 

Deadline:      Wednesday, August 21, 2019 by 5pm 

  

The wide scale abuse of children by clergy has created public outrage throughout the 
world, including in Wisconsin. Stretching back decades, child victims in our own state 
suffered greatly as pedophile priests were not reported to authorities and simply moved to 
other parishes where they continued to abuse children. The Milwaukee Archdiocese’s own 
files reveal how the systemic sexual abuse of children over decades was covered up, 
ignored, and infrequently reported to law enforcement until the early 2000s.   

According to a 2004 Catholic Church commissioned report, more than 4,000 United States 
Roman Catholic priests have faced sexual abuse allegations in the last 50 years, in cases 
involving more than 10,000 individuals. In August of 2018, Pope Francis wrote to all 
Roman Catholics condemning clerical sex abuse, and demanding an end of cover ups. Yet, 
no substantial or meaningful policy changes have been made. 

Though clergy are currently required to report instances of child sexual abuse, including 
sexual abuse committed by other clergy, a giant loophole in state law guts this reporting 
requirement for information a clergy member receives in a private, confidential 
manner.  This broad exception basically nullifies the requirement to report child sexual 
abuse, including by other clergy.  And clergy are not required to report the physical abuse 
of children. 

It is time to put an end to keeping the known abuse of children in the shadows.  It’s time 
that clergy who abuse children are no longer shielded by laws more protective of them 
than of the children they abuse.  It’s time for clergy to be mandatory reporters of child 
physical abuse, including sexual abuse even when they have knowledge that another clergy 
is the abuser.  

This bill, also known as the Clergy Mandatory Reporter Act, requires just that--that clergy 
report instances of child abuse, including physical and sexual abuse, of which they become 
aware in their professional capacity.  This bill also ends the loophole shielding pedophile 
clergy by removing reporting exceptions for confidential, private communications.   



For far too long, secrecy has clouded justice and healing for victims. And secrecy has 
allowed the horrific cycle of child abuse to continue in our communities, in our religious 
institutions, and by clergy themselves.  

If you would like to sign on to this legislation, please reply to this email or call Rep. Taylor’s 
office at 6-5342 by 5pm on Wednesday, August 21st! 

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill expands the types of child abuse that a member of the clergy is required to report 
and eliminates from the reporting requirement the exception for information obtained 
through confidential communications. 
  
Current law requires a member of the clergy who has reasonable cause to suspect that a 
child seen in the course of his or her professional duties has been the victim of sexual 
assault, sexual exploitation, indecent exposure, or sex trafficking; has been caused to view 
or listen to sexual activity; or has been permitted, allowed, or encouraged to engage in 
prostitution (collectively, sexual abuse), or that such a child has been threatened with 
sexual abuse and that sexual abuse will likely occur, to immediately report that suspected 
or threatened sexual abuse to certain county or state agencies or a law enforcement 
agency. This bill expands this reporting requirement to include physical abuse, not only 
sexual abuse. Current law similarly requires a member of the clergy who has reasonable 
cause to suspect that a member of the clergy has sexually abused a child, or that a member 
of the clergy has threatened to sexually abuse a child and that sexual abuse of the child will 
likely occur, to immediately report that suspected or threatened sexual abuse to the 
appropriate county or state agency or a law enforcement agency. This bill expands this 
reporting requirement to include physical abuse, not only sexual abuse. 
  
Current law provides that a member of the clergy is not required to report information 
relating to suspected or threatened sexual abuse of a child that he or she receives solely 
through confidential communications made to him or her privately or in a confessional 
setting if he or she is authorized to hear or is accustomed to hearing such communications 
and if, under the disciplines, tenets, or traditions of his or her religion, he or she has a duty 
or is expected to keep those communications secret. The bill eliminates from the reporting 
requirement the exception for information obtained through confidential communications. 
  
 


