
TO:                  All Legislators 
FROM:            Senators Patty Schachtner and Luther Olsen 

Representatives Shelia Stubbs and Joel Kitchens 
DATE:            September 13, 2019 

RE:                  Co-sponsorship of LRB 2489 and LRB 4323 to Support STEM 

Extracurricular Education and Competition through Funding for Science 

Olympiad Teams 
  
DEADLINE: Friday September 20, 2019 
  
Science Olympiad is a program devoted to improving the quality of science education, increasing 

student interest in science, and providing recognition for outstanding achievement in science 

education by both students and teachers. These goals are accomplished through research, training 

workshops, and encouragement of intramural, district, regional, state, and national tournaments. 

Science Olympiad tournaments are rigorous academic interscholastic competitions that consist of 

a series of team events, for which students prepare during the year. 
  
These challenging and motivational events are well balanced between the various science 

disciplines of biology, earth science, chemistry, physics, and technology. There is also a balance 

between events requiring knowledge of science concepts, process skills, and science 

applications. In addition, during the day there are open house activities that consist of science 

and mathematics demonstrations, activities, and career counseling sessions conducted by 

professors and scientists at the host institution occurring concurrently with the events. 
  
The excitement of many students from all science areas competing and cheering one another on 

to greater learning caused one school district to coin the phrase "intellete.” When they searched 

for a place to house their newly won Science Olympiad State Championship trophy, the only 

location available was outside the principal's office in the "athlete" showcase, so they convinced 

the school board to build an "intellete" showcase. 
  
One of the goals of the Science Olympiad is to elevate science education and learning to a 

level of enthusiasm and support that is normally reserved only for varsity sports programs. 
  
In Wisconsin, more than 100 high schools and more than 60 middle schools participate in 

Science Olympiad. There is room for growth, as we lag behind some states, and many of the 

existing state Sci-O teams are struggling to survive. This proposal demonstrates a commitment to 

encourage participation in Science Olympiad and provide some modest financial support for 

teams. 
  
In recent years Menomonie and Madison West/Hamilton Middle School have both gone to the 

national competition. Each state only sends one high school and one middle school team each 

year, so it is a big accomplishment. 
  
Help support our intelletes by signing on to this proposal. LRB 2489 and LRB 4323 is modeled 

after the existing state program that provides grants for robotics competitions. Like the current 

robotics program, LRB 2489 and LRB 4323 would provide $250,000 to fund grants of up to 

https://www.uwstout.edu/about-us/news-center/wisconsin-science-olympiad-students-love-challenge-fun-learning


$5,000 for teams as long as the teams provide equal matching funds. If you would like to co-

sponsor this legislation, please reply to this email or contact Senator Schachtner at 6-7745 no 

later than Friday September 20, 2019. 
  
 


