
TO:                  All Legislators 

  
FROM:          Representative Shannon Zimmerman and Senator Bernier 

  
DATE:           April 3, 2018 

  
RE:              Co-sponsorship of LRB 2487 and LRB 2648 relating to: the requirement for stating 

name and address prior to voting. 
  

Deadline:     Friday, April 12, 2018 

  
An individual with Cerebral Palsy reached out, concerned the requirement to speak your name 
and address when voting could keep people with disabilities from exercising their right to vote. 
They wanted to make sure voters with difficulty speaking could fully participate in the voting 
process. This bill is meant to address that concern. 
  
Current law requires a voter to state their name and address at a polling place, which could be 
difficult for someone with a disability. Currently, there are provisions in state law that allow for 
voters with disabilities to receive assistance in the process of voting, but no specific provision to 
allow for them to receive assistance with the requirement to verbally state their name in the 
polling place.  
  
On March 11, 2019, the Wisconsin Elections Commission discussed the issue and came to the 
conclusion that, "The Accessibility Advisory Committee requests that the WEC support legislative 
changes to allow voters with disabilities to receive assistance from an election inspector or 
another individual to satisfy the statutory requirement to state the voter's name and address 
before receiving a ballot, and work with the Accessibility Advisory Committee and the Legislature 
to enact such legislation." 

  
LRB 2487 and LRB 2648 are intended to accomplish that goal. Under these bills, when a voter is 
unable to state their name and address due to a physical disability, they may present their ID to 
the election official to be verified and then either the election official or the person helping the 
voter may state the voter's name out loud for the benefit of observers. This commonsense 
measure will ensure no voter is denied their right to vote due to disability. 
  
  
If you wish to sign on as a co-sponsor to LRB 2487/ LRB 2648, please contact Rep. Zimmerman's 
office either by email or at 6-1526 or Sen. Bernier's office either by email or at 6-7511 by Friday, 
April 12, 2019. Cosponsors will automatically be added to the companion bill. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Current law requires a voter to state his or her name and address at the polling place before 
being permitted to vote. A victim of domestic abuse, sexual assault, or stalking who has obtained 
a confidential listing is not required to state his or her name and address, but instead may 



present an identification card issued by the municipal clerk that contains the person's name and 
the municipality or county of the person's residence. 
  
Under the bill, if a voter is unable to state his or her name and address because of a physical 
disability, the voter may present his or her identification to the election official who verifies that 
the identification conforms to current law requirements. The election official, or another person 
selected by the voter, must then state the voter's name and address. 
  
 


