
To:         Legislative Colleagues 
  
From:    Representative Amy Loudenbeck 
            Senator Howard Marklein 
            
Date:     September 20, 2019 
  
Re:        Co-sponsorship of LRB-2453/LRB-4417 relating to: grants for Next Generation 
911 and granting rule-making authority. 
  

SHORT Deadline: Tuesday, September 24th @ 
Noon 

  

Dear Colleagues: 

During the 2019-2021 budget process, the Department of Military Affairs (DMA) was in 
the process of conducting an assessment of statewide 911 capabilities in order to assist 
DMA and outside contractors with planning for a statewide, system-wide upgrade to 
Next Generation 911 (NG-911) in Wisconsin. 

NG-911 refers to the ability to transmit, receive, process, transfer, dispatch, use, and 
store multimedia data such as voice recordings, pictures, videos, text messages, and 
incident information associated with a 9-1-1 call or request for emergency assistance. 
The NG-911 system that will be implemented in Wisconsin will contain the same 
functions as the current analog system, such as reliability, while providing for greater 
accessibility, interoperability, and a more efficient use of 9-1-1 resources. NG-911 will 
enable the transfer of 9-1-1 calls between geographically dispersed Public Safety 
Answering Points (PSAPs), increase sharing of data and resources to improve 
emergency response, and improve coordination and partnerships within the 9-1-1 
community. 

The 2019-2021 budget included much needed funding for NG-911 for the biennium. 
However, at the time of budget passage, the exact amount of money that was actually 
needed to continue the project was unclear because DMA was still in the process of a 
major study. On August 15, 2019 the Wisconsin 9-1-1 Telecommunications System 
Assessment Report was submitted to the Wisconsin 9-1-1 Subcommittee and 
Interoperability Council on behalf of the Wisconsin Department of Military Affairs Office 
of Emergency Communications (DMA/OEC). This report contains information that is 
needed to prepare for NG-911 in Wisconsin including an assessment of the current 
infrastructure, possible upgrades needed on a state and local level, as well as 
identifying overall changes needed. 

There is significant work yet to be done to get all of Wisconsin’s 9-1-1 system updated, 
and the technology involved in updating PSAPs is going to be expensive for many local 
units of government. This bill will allow DMA to set up and make rules for a grant 
program for PSAPs to purchase, update, and maintain NG-911 equipment. In fact, DMA 
recently received a federal grant of $3 million for this purpose. This bill is important to 

https://dma.wi.gov/DMA/divisions/oec/library/2019/2019_WI_Statewide_911_System_Assessment-FINAL-1.pdf
https://dma.wi.gov/DMA/divisions/oec/library/2019/2019_WI_Statewide_911_System_Assessment-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.wbay.com/content/news/Wisconsin-gets-3-million-for-Next-Generation-911-531359541.html
https://www.wbay.com/content/news/Wisconsin-gets-3-million-for-Next-Generation-911-531359541.html


give DMA the ability to start the rule-making process for the grants, allowing the grant 
program to be additionally funded in the future as NG-911 becomes a reality in 
Wisconsin. 

If you are interested in co-sponsoring LRB-4313/LRB-4417 please call Rep. 
Loudenbeck’s office at 266-9967 or Senator Marklein’s office at 266-0703. All co-
sponsors to the Assembly Bill will be added to the Senate version unless otherwise 
requested. 

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
Under this bill, the Department of Military Affairs must provide grants to Wisconsin 
public safety answering points to purchase, upgrade, and maintain Next Generation 911 
equipment. Under the bill, the 911 subcommittee must advise DMA on appropriate grant 
purposes and eligibility criteria for the grants, and DMA must promulgate rules for grant 
use purposes and eligibility based on those recommendations. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 
 


