
To: All Legislators 
From: Sen. Marklein and Rep. Novak 
Date: August 19, 2019 
Re: Co-sponsorship of LRB 2449/1 and LRB 3978/1, relating to: a building code 
exception for stairway chairlifts in church buildings more than 100 years old 

Deadline: Friday, August 30 @ 5pm 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Jordan Lutheran Church was built in 1860 and is one of the oldest active churches in 
Wisconsin. Like many churches, Jordan Lutheran Church holds its fellowship activities 
and meals in the church basement. Unfortunately, there is no way for those who are 
unable to walk up or down the stairs to attend these community building events. 
  
To ensure that the entire congregation can enjoy fellowship together, the church would 
like to install a stairway chairlift to allow all people to reach the basement. However, 
under current law it is illegal for the church to install a stairway chairlift because of 
stairway width requirements. 
  
LRB 2449, introduced on behalf of a constituent, provides an exception to the building 
code which would allow select, old churches to install a stairway chairlift even if the 
stairway doesn’t meet the egress width requirements. Under the bill, a church may build 
a stairway chairlift if: the church was constructed before January 1, 1919, there is a 
second stairway between the floors connected by the stairway chairlift, and the stairway 
chairlift meets all other building code requirements. In addition, if the fire chief of the 
area in which the church is located determines that the installation of the chairlift would 
render any part of the church unsafe, the fire chief could require the church to comply 
with other safety measures as a prerequisite for installation. 
 
To cosponsor LRB 2449/1 and LRB 3978/1, please contact Peter in Sen. Marklein’s 
office (6-0703) or Rep. Novak’s office (6-7502). Cosponsors will automatically be signed 
onto both bills. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
Subject to certain limitations discussed below, this bill provides an exception to the 
commercial building code that allows the owner of a church constructed before January 
1, 1919, to install and operate a stairway chair lift in the church if all of the following are 
satisfied: 

1.      Each floor level connected by the stairway in which the stairway chair lift is 

installed has at least one other stairway or other type of fire escape that provides safe 

egress. 

2. The installation and operation of the stairway chair lift complies with the 
requirements under state statutes and rules promulgated by the Department of Safety 
and Professional Services related to elevators and other conveyances, other than 
requirements related to a minimum required stairway width. 
  



Under current law, DSPS has general authority to promulgate rules necessary to ensure 
that public buildings and places of employment are safe. Those rules are commonly 
called the commercial building code. 
  
The bill also provides that, if the chief of the local fire department or, if the city, village, 
or town in which the church is located does not have a local fire department, DSPS 
determines that the installation or operation of a stairway chair lift as allowed under the 
bill may create an unsafe condition, the chief or DSPS may require the owner of the 
church, as a condition of installing or operating the stairway chair lift, to comply with 
other measures determined by the chief or DSPS to be necessary for safety. 
 


