
TO:                 All Legislators 

  
FROM:           Sen. André Jacque 

                        Rep. Janel Brandtjen 

  
DATE:            Tuesday, March 26, 2019 

  
RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of LRB 2446/1- Ending abortion provider subsidies in Wisconsin's 
MA program 

  
DEADLINE:  Tuesday, April 9, 2019 

Under current law, the Wisconsin Department of Health Services establishes criteria for 
certifying providers for services under the Medical Assistance program and certifies those 
providers. 
  
Consistent with previous state standards adopted for Wisconsin's Title V and Title X programs, 
we will be introducing legislation to remove abortion providers, including Wisconsin's and the 
nation's largest abortion provider, Planned Parenthood, from Wisconsin's MA program and 
prevent them from being certified in the future. 
  
Even after a tax dollar giveaway for Planned Parenthood from the last throes of the Doyle 
administration was uncovered and legislatively ended, an audit by Wisconsin's DHS Office of 
Inspector General found that still as many as two-thirds of all Medicaid payments to the state's 
Planned Parenthood locations were fraudulent, inappropriate or overbilled.  These systemic 
abuses made it the worst offender among all family planning entities investigated.  In the 2017-
'19 state budget a more thorough accounting and return of tax dollars bilked by Planned 
Parenthood was enacted and that audit is ongoing and scheduled to conclude by the end of 
June.  
  
This legislation is consistent with the August 17, 2017 ruling of the 8th Federal Circuit Court of 
Appeals (and subsequent rulings from a US District judge once the case was remanded back to 
her) in upholding and allowing to be put into effect the 2015 action by the State of Arkansas to 
sever its Medicaid funding to Planned Parenthood. 
  
This legislation is also consistent with the recent March 12, 2019 ruling of the full 6th Federal 
Circuit Court of Appeals in upholding the state of Ohio's defunding of Planned 
Parenthood.  That ruling held that "Private organizations do not have a constitutional right to 
obtain governmental funding to support their activities... Case after case establishes that a 
government may refuse to subsidize abortion services... The Supreme Court has never 
identified a freestanding right to perform abortions. To the contrary, it has indicated that there 
is no such thing." 

  



If you would like to co-sponsor LRB 2446/1, please reply to this email or contact Sen. Jacque's 
office at 6-3512 or Rep. Brandtjen's office at 7-2367 by Tuesday, April 9th. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill prohibits the Department of Health Services from certifying, and requires DHS to 
decertify, as a provider for Medical Assistance a person that provides abortion services or is an 
affiliate of a person that provides abortion services and that is a nonprofit private entity that 
has received at any time or has applied for a grant or contract for a family planning project 
under federal law.  Generally, under current law, DHS establishes criteria for certifying 
providers to provide services under the Medical Assistance program and certifies those 
providers.  The Medical Assistance program is a joint federal and state program administered 
by DHS that provides health services to individuals who have limited financial resources. 
  

 


