
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO:                  All Legislators 

FROM:            Representative Melissa Sargent 

Representative John Spiros 

Senator Jerry Petrowski 
Senator Jennifer Shilling 

DATE:             July 23, 2019 

RE:                  Co-sponsorship of LRB-2441/1, relating to: teen dating violence prevention 
education. 
DEADLINE:    August 01, 2019 @ 5:00pm  
  
Teen dating violence has become a prevalent problem in the United States with 1 in 5 
female students and 1 in 10 male students experiencing physical and/or sexual dating 
violence alone, not including students who might experience emotional abuse, threatening 
behavior, or harassment. 
  
Developing unhealthy relationship practices as a young adult can have lifelong, negative 
impacts on health, including increased risk for depression, anxiety, and drug and alcohol 
abuse. Moreover, perpetrating teen dating violence likewise increases the propensity for 
perpetrating domestic violence in adulthood. To this end, promoting positive relationships 
and ensuring students learn skills to not only form healthy relationships, but also to 
identify abusive behavior, is critical to preventing teen dating violence and preventing 
cyclical abuse patterns. 
  
This bipartisan bill will help prevent teen dating violence in Wisconsin by incorporating 
teen dating violence curriculum into our schools by: 

•         Requiring the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) to collaborate with 
stakeholders and other state agencies to create model policies for preventing and 
responding to teen dating violence in schools; 

•         Requiring DPI to incorporate teen dating violence curriculum into its model health 
problems education curriculum and to provide age-appropriate instruction for 
pupils once between 6th and 8th grades, and again between 9th and 12th grades; 

•         Allowing school boards to adopt the DPI's model curriculum, or to develop its own 
similar curriculum to address teen dating violence. 

  
School boards would also be required to notify parents and guardians about teen dating 
violence instruction planned for the upcoming term. 
  
Partner violence is a public health problem that is completely preventable, and we hope 
you will consider co-sponsoring LRB-2441/1-- a common sense solution to promoting 
healthy relationship education and development for Wisconsin teens. 
  
  

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/teen-dating-violence-factsheet-a.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/teen-dating-violence-factsheet-a.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/teen-dating-violence-factsheet-a.pdf


If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-2441/1 please respond to this email, or contact 
Representative Sargent's office at 266-0960 by 5:00 p.m. on August 01, 2019. 
  
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill requires schools to provide teen dating violence prevention education and establishes 
certain criteria governing the instruction provided. The bill requires the Department of Public 
Instruction to prepare, by July 1, 2020, a policy governing the prevention of and appropriate 
responses to teen dating violence and sexual violence when pupils are at school or while 
pupils are under the supervision of a school authority. By January 1, 2021, each school board 
must adopt either DPI's policy and curriculum or its own policy and curriculum. The bill also 
requires DPI to incorporate teen dating violence and sexual violence prevention curriculum 
into its model health curriculum. 
  
 


