
TO:           All Legislators 

FROM:       Representatives Bowen, Ramthun 

                 Senators Bernier, Johnson 

DATE:        Thursday, April 25, 2019 

RE:            LRB 2349 – Self-defense for victims of sex trafficking 

  

Deadline: Friday, May 3rd at noon 

  

Over the past 10 years, there have been over 20,000 reported cases of sex 

trafficking in the United States. Sex trafficking is thought to exist in all 72 
counties across Wisconsin, and between June 1, 2017 and Aug 31, 2018, 

child welfare workers confirmed 99 incidents of children and youth sex 

trafficking in Wisconsin. 

Victims of sex trafficking lose their innocence and childhood and are forced 

into a life of exploitation that can last for years. Considering that 13 years 

old is the average age that a girl is forced into sex trafficking, this is 
especially alarming. Victims of sex trafficking endure years of physical, 

psychological, and sexual abuse and should be able to defend themselves 

and use necessary force to escape from their involuntary bondage. 

LRB 2349 would allow a victim of sex trafficking to use the privilege of self-

defense against the trafficker (pimp) or the patron (John) to prevent an 

interference with their person or as a means to escape from sex trafficking. 

This bill was inspired by the case of Cyntoia Brown in Tennessee, a victim of 
sex trafficking who, at the age of 16, fatally shot a man who had paid to 

have sex with her in self-defense. She was subsequently sentenced to life in 
prison in 2006 but was granted clemency by former Tennessee Governor Bill 

Haslam earlier this year. Victims of sex trafficking are among the most 
vulnerable in our society and should be given the tools to help them escape 

their horrible situation. 

To be added on as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email 

or contact Bryce in Rep. Bowen's office (6-7671) or Sen. Bernier's office (6-
7511) by Friday, May 3rd at noon. Your name will be added to the Assembly 

and Senate version unless otherwise specified.   

  

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

https://www.vox.com/identities/2019/1/7/18172277/cyntoia-denise-brown-clemency-haslam-tennessee


Under current law, there are several defenses to criminal liability, including self-defense. One 

such defense allows a person to intentionally use force that is intended or likely to cause death or 

great bodily harm if the person reasonably believes that such force is necessary to prevent 

imminent death or great bodily harm to himself or herself. 

This bill provides that a victim of sex trafficking has a privilege of self-defense for the use of 

force against a sex trafficker if the victim believed that the use of force was necessary to prevent 

or terminate an unlawful interference with his or her person or that the use of force was 

necessary to escape from sex trafficking. 

  

  

  

 


