
TO:                        All Legislators 

  

FROM:                 Representative Paul Tittl 

  

RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of LRB-2347 relating to the value of tangible personal 

property allowed in state correctional facilities 

  

DATE:                   February 6, 2020 

  

DEADLINE:         February 12, 2020 at 12:00 PM 

  

Current Department of Correction rules limit the value of personal property a prisoner may 
possess to no more than $75. The rules also include a $350 limit for musical instruments. 
 
Those limits have not changed since 1994 when the provision was created. 
  
This bill increases the $75 limit to $125 and the $350 musical instrument limit to $600, reflecting 

inflation since 1994. The bill also provides for the annual adjustment of both limits by a 

percentage equal to the average consumer price index over the prior 12-month period. 

  

This proposed increase to the personal property limit is the result of a call from a constituent who 

has an incarcerated son. While attending a Bible study led at the prison by a Lutheran pastor, he 

asked his mother to purchase a Bible for him recommended by the pastor. She ordered it from 

the prison’s approved vendor and had it sent it to the prison. However, when it arrived, the prison 

staff would not let the son have it, because it exceeded the $75 personal property limit. In 

addition, the prison staff disposed of the Bible rather than sending it back or returning it to the 

mother. That result is particularly disturbing, because this elderly mother who lives on a very 

limited, fixed income ended up losing the entire amount, about $115. 

  

If the personal property limit had been keeping pace with inflation, the son would have been 

allowed to possess the Bible.  

  

We talk about being prison reform and being tough on crime. How about letting people reform in 

ways they choose? Finally, this bill is not about a Bible. It’s about personal property in prison. 

  

If you wish to co-sponsor LRB-2347, please reply to this email or contact Rep. Tittl’s office at 6-

0315 by 12:00 PM on Wednesday, February 12th. 

  

______________________________________________________________________________

_______ 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

 
Under current rules promulgated by the Department of Corrections, a prisoner or resident 
of a state correctional institution may not possess personal property with a value 
exceeding $75, except that he or she may possess a musical instrument or electronic item 
with a value up to $350 and may possess any item that is medically prescribed. Under this 



bill, a prisoner or resident of a state correctional institution may not possess personal 
property with a value exceeding $125, or a musical instrument or electronic item with a 
value exceeding $600. Under the bill, there is no limit for items that are medically 
prescribed. Under the bill, the allowable value for personal property increases each year to 
account for inflation. 
 


