
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  

TO:                  All Legislators 
 
FROM:            Representative Rick Gundrum and Senator Duey Stroebel 
 
DATE:             Monday, July 15, 2019 
 
RE:                  Co-sponsorship of LRB-2338/1 - relating to: elections to a lake protection and 
rehabilitation district board of commissioners 

  
DEADLINE:    Friday, July 26, 2019 

  

 
  

In August 2018 there was a hotly contested election for the Big Cedar Lake Protection & 
Rehabilitation District Board in Washington County. Due to a board action imposing limits 
on the number of boats allowed to launch on Big Cedar Lake, the election resulted in record 
turnout and a difference of only several votes between three candidates out of the multiple 
hundred that were cast.  The manner in which the votes were tabulated, preserved and 
recounted created confusion and resentment because of the lack of statutory guidance on 
how to handle these circumstances. 
  
LRB-2338 provides added clarity and guidance to the election and recount procedures for 
lake protection & rehabilitation district ("lake district") boards. A lake district is governed 
by a board of commissioners serving staggered three-year terms. At the annual meeting of 
the district, electors residing within the district's boundaries have the opportunity to elect 
by secret ballot one or more commissioners. Aside from these requirements, current law is 
largely silent on the manner in which election results are verified and recounts are 
conducted. 
  
This bill helps to rectify any uncertainty surrounding an election outcome by setting forth a 
straightforward procedure for verifying the number of votes cast in favor of each 
candidate. 
  
LRB-2338 requires ballots to be counted and the election results read immediately before 
the attendees at the annual meeting. Any candidate or designee can observe the counting of 
the ballots, in addition to requesting a recount prior to the adjournment of the meeting if 
the difference in votes cast for the top two candidates is fewer than ten. 
  
If a recount is requested, the bill requires the secretary of the district board to note the 
request in the meeting minutes and enclose the ballots in a sealed, tamper-evident 
container, which is to be delivered to the clerk of the most populous town, village, or city 
within the lake district. The clerk is then required to conduct a recount within two weeks of 
receiving the ballots, in addition to notifying the candidates of the time and location of the 



recount. Once again, any candidate or designee may be present to observe the recount. 
Upon completion, the clerk is required to immediately transmit the results to the secretary 
of the district board. 
  
If you are interested in co-sponsoring this legislation, please reply to this e-mail or 
contact Representative Gundrum's office at 264-8486 or Senator Stroebel's office at 
266-7513 by Friday, July 26, 2019. Co-sponsors will be added to both the Assembly 
and Senate versions of the bill unless specified otherwise. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

Under current law, a lake protection and rehabilitation district (district) may be created to 
carry out a program of lake protection and rehabilitation. Under current law, a district is governed 
by a board of governors, elected by secret ballot at an annual meeting for staggered three-year 
terms. This bill establishes certain procedures for such an election, including requiring ballots to be 
counted and results read immediately at the annual meeting, allowing any candidate or a designee 
to be present to observe the counting of ballots, and authorizing a runner-up candidate to request a 
recount if the difference in votes cast for the top two candidates is fewer than ten. If a recount is 
requested, the bill requires the board secretary to note the request in meeting minutes and requires 
that the ballots be enclosed in a container sealed with a tamper-evident seal and delivered to the 
clerk of the most populous town, village, or city in the district. The bill requires that clerk to 
conduct a recount within two weeks of receiving the ballots, after notifying candidates of the time 
and location, and allows any candidate or a designee to be present to observe such a recount. 

  
 


