
DATE:                   March 27, 2019 

  
TO:                        All Legislators 

  
FROM:                  Representative JoCasta Zamarripa, Representative Jimmy Anderson, 
Representative Marisabel Cabrera   
  
RE:                        Co-Sponsorship of LRB-2337/1 – Relating to: Proclaiming March 31, 2019, as 

Cesar Chavez Day in the State of Wisconsin 

  
  
This resolution proclaims March 31st, 2019 as Cesar Chavez Day in the State of Wisconsin. 
  
Chavez was the grandson of Mexican immigrants who settled in Arizona.  During the 
Depression, his family was forced to leave their home and become migrant workers.  After 
serving in the Navy in WWII, he and his wife began to teach migrant workers reading and 
writing skills to help them gain citizenship.  He worked for various community organizations, 
always trying to better the position of migrant workers.   
  
In 1962 he formed the National Farm Worker's Union (NFWU) that later became the United 
Farm Workers of America (UFWA).  He organized large scale boycotts of both grapes and 
lettuce in the 1970's and, in 1988, was joined by religious and political leaders, celebrities, and 
other activists in a fast that protested the conditions which migrant workers were forced to live 
and work in.  
  
When he died in 1993, he had never earned more than $5000 in a year, but he had bettered 
the lives of thousands of farm workers.  In 1994, President Clinton awarded him the Medal of 
Freedom posthumously.   In 1999, then Texas Governor George W. Bush signed into law a bill 
creating an optional state holiday in honor of Cesar E. Chavez. In 2000, California became the 
first state to declare Cesar Chavez Day a national holiday. This set into motion a wave of 
initiatives resulting in optional and commemorative Cesar Chavez days throughout the country.  
  
If you are interested in co-sponsoring this resolution, please contact Rep. Zamarripa's office via 
email or phone 7-7669 by Monday, April 1st at Noon.   
  
 


