
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

TO:                All Legislators 

FROM:          Rep. Tusler; Rep. Hebl 

Sen. Risser; Sen. Wanggaard 

DATE:           December 6, 2019 

RE:                Co-sponsorship of LRB-2334/1 relating to: adopting the Uniform Foreign-Country 

Money Judgment Recognition Act. 

  

DEADLINE: Monday, December 16 @ NOON 

  

In 1962 the Uniform Law Commission approved the Uniform Foreign-Country Money Judgments 

Recognition Act (UFCMJRA), which has been adopted in 32 states, to facilitate the resolution of 

legal disputes in an increasingly globalized economy. The UFCMJRA was revised in 2005 and 

been adopted by 25 states to date, including all of our regional sister states of Michigan, 

Minnesota, Iowa, Illinois, and Indiana.  Adoption of the updated UFCMJRA is a benefit to 

Wisconsin by making our state a recognized forum for international business. 

The 2005 Amendments update the 1962 version in the following ways: 

•         Provides simple court procedures. The Act adds a new section addressing the proper 

procedure for seeking recognition of a foreign-country judgment. Under the Act, 

recognition of the foreign-country judgment must occur in a court proceeding. A party may 

seek recognition as an original matter, or may raise it by counterclaim, cross-claim, or 

affirmative defense in a pending action. 

•         Addresses burdens of proof. The Act addresses burdens of proof for the first time, 

providing that a petitioner for recognition has the burden of proving a judgment is entitled 

to recognition under the standards of the Act, and that any respondent resisting recognition 

and enforcement has the burden of proof respecting denial of recognition. 

•         Establishes a statute of limitations for recognition actions. The Act requires a party 

to commence an action either during the time when the foreign-country judgment is 

effective in the foreign country or 15 years from the date that the foreign-country judgment 

became effective in the foreign country, whichever is earlier. 

•         Revises the grounds for denying recognition of foreign-country money 

judgments. The Act specifies mandatory grounds for non-recognition and discretionary 

grounds for non- recognition. The updated Act adds two discretionary grounds for non-

recognition. 



•         Updates the definitions contained in the Act. The Act contains an updated definition 

section to clarify terms. The Act now refers to a “foreign country” and a “foreign-country 

judgment” to clarify that the Act does not applies to sister-state judgments. 

  

This bill does not allow a Wisconsin court to recognize a foreign judgment if that country’s 

judicial system does not have adequate due process procedures and protections. 

The UFCMJRA is suggested legislation by the Council of State Governments and approved by the 

American Bar Association. 

If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-2334/1, please contact Rep.Tusler’s office at 6-5831 or 

Sen. Risser’s office at 6-1627 by Monday, December 16 @ NOON. 

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  

This bill incorporates into Wisconsin law the 2005 Uniform Foreign-Country Money Judgments 

Recognition Act adopted by the Uniform Law Commission.  The bill requires the courts of this 

state to recognize a judgment of a court outside the United States that grants or denies the recovery 

of a sum of money.  Under the bill, to receive recognition by this state's courts, the foreign country's 

judgment must be final, conclusive, and enforceable.  The bill excludes foreign-country money 

judgments that are for taxes, for forfeitures or fines, or for support, maintenance, or a property 

division in connection with a domestic relations case. 

  

Under the bill, this state's circuit courts are prohibited from recognizing a foreign-country money 

judgment that was rendered by a judicial system that does not provide procedures compatible with 

the due process of law or that did not have jurisdiction over the subject matter.  In addition, a 

circuit court may not recognize a foreign-country money judgment if the foreign court did not have 

personal jurisdiction over the defendant, but for purposes of the bill, personal jurisdiction exists if 

any one of a number of criteria are met, including that the defendant was personally served with 

process in the foreign country, the defendant voluntarily appeared in the foreign court, the 

defendant had agreed to submit to the jurisdiction of the foreign court, the defendant was domiciled 

in the country where the foreign judgment was rendered, or the defendant was a business that was 

organized under the laws of, or had its principal place of business in, that foreign country. 

  

The bill allows the circuit courts to refuse to recognize a foreign-country money judgment for a 

number of reasons, including if the defendant did not receive sufficient timely notice of the 

proceedings, if the judgment was obtained by fraud, if the claim for relief that resulted in the 

judgment is repugnant to the public policy of this state, if the judgment conflicts with another final 

and conclusive judgment, or if the circumstances of the rendering of the judgment raise substantial 

doubt about the integrity of the foreign court that rendered the judgment. 

  

The bill requires the circuit court, if it determines that the foreign-country money judgment 

deserves recognition, to give the judgment full faith and credit in this state, and to enforce that 

judgment in the same manner as a judgment rendered by a court in this state. 

  
 


