
FROM: Sen. Mark Miller 

Rep. Chris Taylor 

 Rep. Katrina Shankland       
DATE: Earth Day, Monday, April 22, 2019 

RE: Co-sponsor LRB 2332/1, relating to: allowing local governments to regulate 
pesticides. 
Deadline: Monday, May 6th at 4pm 

  
  
Recent studies have shown that insect biodiversity is in crisis, with almost 50% of the 
insect species rapidly declining and one-third being threatened with extinction. Pollution 
attributed to the use of pesticides is among the main drivers of this decline of insect 
populations. According to the EPA, about 5.2 billion pounds of pesticides are used each 
year around the world, including 1.1 billion pounds of pesticides being used in the United 
States. 
  
Pesticides do not stay where they are sprayed. They can travel through our air and 
groundwater, impacting environmental and human health. Depending on the level of 
exposure, the toxic chemicals in pesticides can cause an interruption in hormone function, 
lead to respiratory issues like asthma, result in chronic health concerns, and are especially 
harmful to pregnant women and children. 
  
Under current law, municipalities are prohibited from enacted ordinances regarding these 
toxic substances with certain exceptions. This bill gives local municipalities the flexibility to 
regulate the use of these dangerous chemicals. This gives local governments another tool in 
their tool box to protect the health of their local environment and communities. 
  
If you would like to be a co-sponsor of this legislation, please contact Representative Chris 
Taylor's office at 6-5342 or at cara.henney@legis.wisconsin.gov by Monday, May 6th at 
4pm. 

  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
Under current law, a city, village, town, or county (political subdivision) may not enact an 
ordinance that prohibits the use of or otherwise regulates pesticides unless the ordinance 1) 
regulates pesticide use on property that the political subdivision owns; 2) zones areas for 
pesticide manufacturing, distribution, and disposal; 3) implements a pesticide regulation 
required by law; 4) implements a cooperative agreement with the federal environmental 
protection agency; 5) prohibits conduct that is prohibited under certain laws; 6) requires 
notification of pesticide use to be given to the political subdivision, if such notice is required by 
law; 7) sets standards for fire prevention in the storage of pesticides that pose a fire hazard; 
8) regulates pesticides pursuant to a storm water management program; or 9) relates to the 
storage, treatment, or disposal of solid waste containing pesticides. Current law also requires 
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a political subdivision to consult with the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection before enacting a pesticide ordinance. 
  
This bill eliminates these prohibitions and requirements. Under the bill, a political subdivision 
may enact an ordinance that prohibits the use of or otherwise regulates pesticides. 
 


