
FROM: Rep. Taylor & Sen. Miller 

DATE: March 15, 2019 

RE: Co-sponsor LRB 2331/1 relating to: local regulation of certain containers. 
Deadline: Friday, March 29th at noon 

  
  
According to research by National Geographic, 91% of plastic globally is not recycled. The 
result is that the vast majority of plastic ends up in our landfills, in our oceans, on our 
beaches, and littering our beautiful natural environment. With these numbers, by 2050 our 
landfills will be filled with over 13 billion tons of plastic. This impacts not only the health of 
our environment and ecosystem, but human health. We must act to reduce our plastic 
pollution and protect both environmental and human health. 

Our Midwest region is no exception. According to the Alliance for the Great Lakes, about 22 
million pounds of plastic annually flow into the Great Lakes. In 2017, their volunteers 
picked up 36,128 pounds of garbage off the beaches, with 89% of it being plastic pollution. 
But what isn't picked up or cleaned out of the lakes, breaks down into "microplastics," 
microscopic pieces of plastic, that have been found in our drinking water and even beer. 
These toxic chemicals, such as polystyrene, bisphenol A (BPA), and polyethylene, that leach 
out of single-use products can be found in all of us, in our tissue, fat, and blood, and can 
interfere with natural hormone function, stunt brain development in infants and children, 
and cause various cancers. We must act now to address the serious impact of plastic 
pollution. 

Under this bill, local municipalities would be able to regulate these single-use products, 
including plastic shopping bags and Styrofoam containers that take centuries to 
decompose. It's important for Wisconsin communities to be able to have many tools at 
their disposal to tackle the issue of waste. Removing this hurdle is an important step. 

If you would like to be a co-sponsor of this legislation, please contact Representative Chris 
Taylor's office at 6-5342 or at rep.taylor@legis.wi.gov by Friday, March 29th at noon. 

  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Current law limits the authority of a political subdivision to regulate auxiliary 
containers.  "Auxiliary container" is defined as "a bag, cup, bottle, can, or other packaging 
that is designed to be reusable or single-use; that is made of cloth, paper, plastic, cardboard, 
corrugated material, aluminum, glass, postconsumer recycled material, or similar material 
or substrates, including coated, laminated, or multi-layer substrates; and that is designed 
for transporting or protecting merchandise, food, or beverages from a food service or retail 
facility."  Specifically, with certain exceptions, a political subdivision may not 1) enact or 
enforce an ordinance regulating the use, disposition, or sale of auxiliary containers; 2) 
prohibit or restrict auxiliary containers; or 3) impose a fee, charge, or surcharge on 
auxiliary containers.  This bill eliminates these restrictions on the authority of a political 
subdivision to regulate auxiliary containers. 
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